
Red Valley UMC,  

  On Wednesday, Sept 16, I sat down for dinner with my family as I usually 

do. One of the spiritual disciplines that my family practices is the reading and reflecting on 

the Upper Room Devotionals before dinner each night. And on this particular evening, I 

came across the devotional “Becoming One”. I was very touched by this devotion as I felt as 

though it summed up what we at Red Valley are trying to accomplish in our “Befriend 

Groups” of our mission strategy. Let me share this article with you today:  

 “Jesus said, ‘I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know 

his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends.’ – John 15:15 (NIV) 

 After 41 years of marriage I know what my husband is thinking most of the 

time, and we finish each other’s sentences. The Bible says of married people, “They 

are no longer two, but one flesh” (Matt. 19:6). That oneness isn’t immediate. Be-

coming one with a spouse takes shared interests and experiences---time spent talk-

ing and doing things together.  

 Something similar happens with life-long friends. We often know, without 

being told, what our close friends are thinking and feeling because of shared experi-

ences, interests, and conversations. We experience a unity with our closest friends.  

 Jesus called his disciples friends. Later he prayed for them, ‘that they may 

be one as we are one---I in them and you in me --- so that they may be brought to 

complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them 

even as you have loved me.’ Jesus asked God to make us one with him, just as he 

and the Father are one. But this oneness takes time, conversation, and shared experi-

ences with God. We can begin now to talk to Jesus and listen, as good friends do.    

-Jane Reid (Oregon) 

 As I read this devotion, and reflected on our mission strategy, sometimes we as peo-

ple want too much too soon. Being a year into our mission strategy we may be thinking, 

“Where are all our learn groups, and our befriend groups?”, “Why aren’t our befriend 

groups getting out into the mission field yet?” And the truth of the matter is that unity takes 

time. Unity around our mission strategy, unity within these covenant groups, unity with God 

takes time, conversations, and shared experiences. But the joy that is found when unity is 

made perfect among Christian friends is a joy I wish, that Jesus wishes, for each of us.  As 

we continue together in another year marked by our charge conference this upcoming Sun-

day, may we not lose sight of the mission strategy set before us, but continue working with 

it until it becomes an old friend. And then, may we as Red Valley UMC, be united around 

making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by being a community 

of faith called by God: to learn, to befriend, and to send forth.     

         Grace and Peace,  

 

Rev. Joshua King 
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SEPT. 27, 2015 



 Oh my, we’re here again! The days are getting shorter and go by so quickly.  As the president of the 

U.M.W. for over 22 years, I believe it’s time to present this opportunity to someone else.  Just try it, you’ll like 

it!  Our women  are so easy to work with, and willing to serve our Lord in many ways.  Just let me know of 

your desire to lead in this way.  I recently found this special poem so please enjoy!   By Joyce Almond 

WARNING! 
By Jenny Joseph 

 When I am an old woman I shall wear purple with a red hat which doesn’t go, and doesn’t suit me.  

And I shall spend my pension on brandy and summer gloves.  And satin sandals, and say we’ve no money for 

butter.  I shall sit down on the pavement when I’m tired and gobble up samples in shops and press alarm bells.  

And run my stick along the public railings and make up for the sobriety of my youth.  I shall go out in my slip-

pers in the rain and pick the flowers in other people’s gardens.  And learn to spit. 

 You can wear terrible shirts and grow more fat and eat three pounds of sausage in a go.  Or only bread 

and pickles for a week.  And hoard pens and pencils and mats and 

things in boxes. 

 But now we must have clothes that keep us dry and pay 

our rent and not swear in the street.  And set a good example for 

children.  We must have friends to dinner and read the papers. 

 But maybe I ought to practice a little now!  So people who 

know me are not too shocked and surprised, when suddenly I am 

old, and start to wear purple. 

 So just be pre-warned when you look up and see me wear-

ing purple!   

 

 See you at our October meeting on October 5th in the  Fellowship Hall at 7pm.  With 

the help of Elneta and Vickie we will try to turn beads into beautiful jewelry for the men to 

sell at the Lord’s Acre sale.  Baked goodies will also be accepted for the Lord’s Acre sale.   

 So come on October 5th for some fun and fellowship.  All ladies of the church are in-

vited so come one and all!  
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RAMBLIN’ WITH JOYCE 

U.M.W. 
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The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 
him in truth.       Psalm145:18 

Delight yourself also in the 
Lord, and He shall give you the 
desires of your heart.   
Psalm 57:4 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

The prayer shawl ministry has started up again.  Jean Zane has graciously 

offered to host the group at her home.  They are meeting on the 2nd and 

4th Tuesdays at 1 pm.  If you are talented and wish to join feel welcome 

to come.  If you want to learn, you are welcome as well.  There will be 

willing teachers there.  Call Jean at 985-264-4109 for directions to her 

home. 



 

 If anyone interested in participating in a sisters bible study, we are thinking about 

starting one on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays following art class.  It would start about 1:00 pm 

and last about 1 hour.  If you are interested, please let either Joyce Almond at 721-2915, El-

neta Amicucci at 420-0573 or let the church office know at 721-7545.  We haven’t decided 

what the course of study will be but it will be interesting and nourishing.  If you wish to 

come early, there is always food after the art class.  I hope that we get enough interested 

persons to get this started.  We will let everyone know the outcome just as soon as possible. 

The ART GROUP has started to meet again in the church Fel-

lowship Hall on  every Tuesday morning starting at 10:00 am 

to whenever.   Everyone is welcome.  Come join in and learn to 

paint or draw.  The group offers great refreshments, fun conver-

sations, on occasion a really great project that excites everyone.  

See you on Tuesday!  Everyone is welcome (do not need to be a 

church member to participate) 
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SISTERS BIBLE STUDY 

CELEBRATE 

ART GROUP 

Commit your works to the Lord 

and your thoughts will be 

established.  Proverbs 16:3 

Steve & Lou Spencer 10/9 

Nick & Shaina Smith 10/12 

Brandon & Kelly Meador 10/20 

Mark & Lori Grant 10/22 

Steve & Vickie Miller 10/22 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Alvin & Jane Meador 11/12 

Frank & Pat Plunkett 11/19 

Bob & Charlotte Weinhold 11/23 

Zach & Samantha Brown 11/30 

Estelle Altice 10/3 

Sheldon Sweeney 3 

Kent Wheeler 3 

Jacob Lemon 5 

Fannie McNeil 7 

Amber Plunkett 7 

Debra Montgomery 9 

Curtis Plunkett 12 

Diana Cobbs 15 

Wylma Sumner 16 

Tracey Back 17 

Lori Chitwood 17 

Melanie Wheeler 17 

Jim Stuppy 20 

Miles Grant 22 

Morgan Funck 31 

Jeff Powell 11/1 

Keri Rock 1 

Jack Powell 15 

Jay Wynkoop 15 

Chrissa Kate Garber 19 

Jerry Dillon 22 

Diana Hackett 23 

Swanson Mitchell 23 

Toni Rinn 26 

BIRTHDAYS 



 

 Annual Charge Conference – Sunday, October 4, 2:00 p.m. @ Gogginsville 
UMC.  Please review the first page of last month’s newsletter, letter from the Pastor, 
paragraph 2, regarding nominations and voting upon the leadership of our church, 
which is a large part of what transpires during this conference.  All are welcome to at-
tend. 

 The UMW will conduct their next meeting on Monday, October 5 at 7:00 p.m.  In ad-

dition to Joyce’s usual words of wisdom, the women will be making jewelry to be sold at 
the Lord’s Acre sale.  ALL WOMEN (and those men who are especially adept at making 
jewelry) ARE INVITED!  Snacks will be served (that should get Dwain and Mark to 
come at least!).  We need all hands on deck!  Someone (goodness knows, it will not be 
me) will be glad to give you a quick lesson on jewelry making.  Trust me…fun will be 
had by all!! 

 The LORD’S ACRE will be held on Saturday, October 17 at the Franklin Co. High 

School. The UMM will be selling pork rinds and the UMW expect to have some hand-
crafted items and baked goods to sell.  If you would like to help, please contact a mem-
ber of UMM.  Please come support all the churches in attendance.   

 TRUNK or TREAT – RVUMC is pleased to announce that Trunk or Treat is 

back on the calendar for Friday, October 30, from 6pm to 8pm.  For those of 
you not familiar with this function, you need only to show up (with a car) in the 
parking lot by 5:30, decorate your trunk, and then get ready to hand out candy 
and have a whole lot of fun!  It’s fun to dress up yourself too!  Should you need, 

Jackie and Trish can give you ideas on how to decorate. You do not need to supply 

ALL the candy; our congregation will help with that.  Please bring candy people!!!  

 Thank you, Steve Miller, for painting the front doors a beautiful shade of red!  

   I am sure I’m not the only one who smiles and thinks how nice they look when driving      
by.   What a statement they make!  It’s like the building itself is flagging down passersby 
just enticing them to come in and see what is behind those doors! 

 Thank you UMW for donating money to finish paying for the HVAC system!  Money 
from the Thrift Store is by far the greatest contributing factor to UMW and we cannot 
thank Rachel Maupin, Mildred Altice and Dee Lemon enough for all the hard work 
and countless hours they put in every week to ensure that store remains open for a 
community in need.  Thank you ladies and everyone else for your support. (Excess 
money donated will be placed in a “new roof” fund.) 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries – it is such a blessing to see new faces in the crowd of 
parishioners on Sunday mornings.  We would love to recognize your special 
day(s) in our monthly newsletters.  Please email me, Beth Hathaway, at 
tmb853@verizon.net or call me at 540/314-3673 with dates so that we can add 
them to our church list.  Also, if something is incorrectly listed, please let me 

    What’s going on ………             by Beth Hathaway 
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 Christmas is coming!  That means the annual UMW pot luck dinner held at Elneta’s 
house will be happening on Monday, December 14 at 6 p.m.  At this event, secret 
sisters will be revealed and new ones chosen for the coming year.  ALL WOMEN 
are invited! (You are not required to participate in the secret sister program; some 
do, some don’t.)  Elneta’s home will be beautifully decorated and the food is always 
plentiful and delicious!  This is a good way for new folks to meet and mingle with us 

“old” folks.  There have been known to be some men in attendance – so we will not totally 
exclude you men-folk who may be in the Christmas spirit and want to join us! 

 RE-STOCKING OUR FOOD PANTRY-Red Valley's food pantry has been serving our com-
munity quite frequently in the past weeks.  Due to this increased need the pantry is low in all items.  

The pantry is used only as a supplement until the family can visit our USDA program.  
Every time you go shopping think about an extra can of tuna, veggies, beans, soup. to 
donate to the food pantry.  Be sure that your items do not have an expired date.  
Thanks for your help! 

 Lastly, I would like to share the words of the song “Come and Find the Quiet Center” by 
Shirley Erena Murray.  As most of you know, I have been away in Massachusetts for most 

of the summer spending time with aging parents and dealing with all the stresses that 
go along with getting people and things in the correct place.  It was oftentimes over-
whelming and chaotic to say the least.  I keep the words to this song folded up in my 
wallet and refer to them often and find myself humming the tune often, as well. May I 
remind you of the words in verse one and hope they can help you find your Quiet 

Center. 

 Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead, find the room for hope 
to enter, find the frame where we are freed: Clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our 
eyes that we can see all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 

 I am happy to report that so far we have had a relatively quiet year.   Early in the year 

we provided a few partial loads of firewood for those in need, stripped and waxed areas if the 

Henry Fork Center, and combined forces with the Trustees to address some of the mainte-

nance issues around the church.   

 We are now planning for our fundraiser at the annual Lord’s Acre event at Franklin 

County High School.  The event will be held on October 17th.  We welcome donations of 

baked goods and other crafts for this event.  The men will be making and selling pork rinds.  

The event is also open to the entire congregation.  Please support us!    

 Steve Miller 
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    What’s going on ………     by Beth Hathaway-continued 
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2015 Charge Conference 
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Sunday, Oct. 4th, 2015  

2:00 PM at Gogginsville UMC 

What is it? 

 ¶247.1 of the 2012 Book of Discipline states, “The charge conference shall be the connecting link 

between the local church and the general Church and shall have general oversight of the church council(s).” 

¶247.3 continues, “The primary responsibilities of the charge conference in the annual meeting shall be to 

review and evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church (¶120-124), receive reports, and adopt ob-

jectives and goals recommended by the church council that are in keeping with the objectives of The United 

Methodist Church.”  

If you would like to know more, come join us and/or read the entirety of ¶246-¶247 of the 2012 United 

Methodist Book of Discipline found in the Pastor’s Study.   

Our 2016 Goals 

Increase our average weekly Attendance 

Establish an Evangelism/Hospitality Action Plan 

Assign an Angel 

All members been understood to be parking lot greeters 

How are we making Disciples of Christ (Professions of Faith) 

Third Sunday Fellowship Meal be our invite a friend Sunday 

Offer Confirmation Classes 

Continue working on mission strategy (Simple Church) 

How are we growing Disciples faiths (Small Groups)  

Expanding our studies from Wednesday night into a day-time study 

Develop a questionnaire for possible studies 

“Sisters Class” 

 “Brother/Fishing/Hunting” Group (With spiritual emphasis) 

Sermon Reflection Group 

Youth Programs 

How are we engaging Disciples in Mission (Number of diciples engaged in missions locally and 

globally) 

Plan an international Mission Trip 

Offer 6 times a year a local mission for our church members to participate in  

Plan a Mission trip to Red  Bird 

How are we encouraging Disciples to share their resources in mission? (dollars sent to mission) 

Offering Dave Ramsey Financial Institute 

Have a Fall Stewardship Festival 



 

 

 the act by which we come to know we are                                             
“Called by God” 

 

All Christians are ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and each of us have a gift to share. 
Every Sunday, we as the collective body of Christ come together for worship. And while we wor-
ship, there are opportunities for each of you to share your gifts and talents. If you feel called to 
serve our Sunday morning worship, please contact our Ministry Heads and they will provide train-
ing and schedule you to serve. Just recently we have added “Testimony” to this list. If you wish to 
share a testimony of how God has moved in your life and would like to share your story, please 
contact Pastor King.   
 

 

Liturgist Beth Hathaway (540) 890-6858 

Children’s Sermon/Church Darlene Wheeler (540) 427-1860 

Usher Mark Hathaway (540) 890-6858 

Communion Assistant Barb Layman (540) 719-0720 

Nursery Bonnie Ingram (540) 721-3130 

AV Tech Dale Sumner (540) 352-7292 

Acolyte Cindy Clay (540) 526-6927 

Counter Charlotte Weinhold (540) 493-6855 

Testimony Rev. Joshua King (703) 727-6589 
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Ministry Heads 

New Bulletin Board 

 

 Beginning in October, it is the plan for each of our committees to place their minutes 

of each meeting on the bulletin board at the top of the ramp. This is being done in hopes of 

being transparent and keeping the congregation in the loop of what is happening at your 

church. Please, if you were not able to make it to a meeting, but are interested in what your 

committees are doing, check out the minutes that are being posted. Thanks! 



Page 8 

Why the Red Door? 

Cancellation Policy 

From the rising of the sun to its 

going down the Lord’s name is to 

be praised. 

Psalm 113:3 

OCT OBER  NEWS LE TT ER  

“The tradition of red doors dates back centuries. There are several 

meanings associated with red doors. 

Red symbolizes the sacrificial blood of Christ that saves those who 

come to him. Red is also a reminder of the Passover and a sign of the 

Holy Spirit. Church doors began to be painted red as a way of remember-

ing the ultimate sacrifice that others had made for their faith. 

The red doors of churches traditionally indicated a place of sanc-

tuary, refuge, and safety. Those in need would not be captured or 

harmed inside the holy walls of the church, which offered physical 

and spiritual protection. 

Some believe that the doors of the Wittenberg Cathedral, where 

Martin Luther posted his 95 theses, were red. Red doors on Protestant 

churches indicate their roots in the Reformation. 

Whatever the meaning, many churches today are recognized by 

their distinctive red doors.”  

~ http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/why-do-so-many-churches-have-

red-doors 

As we turn the corner from Summer to Fall, and Fall to winter, I 

would simply like to remind everyone of our policy for cancella-

tion of services. If we are to cancel any activities/worship, it will 

be posted on WDBJ7 and WSLS10 at least one hour prior to the 

beginning of the activity/worship and if you are a part of the One 

Call callout, you will receive a message through our One Call 

System. Ultimately if you do not feel safe getting out, then simply 

do not come. Please remain safe and enjoy the God who creates 

 On Sunday October, 25 2015 Red Valley UMC will have 

their very first “Worship in Pink”. This is a special Sunday en-

couraged by Komen Virginia Blue Ridge. On this particular Sun-

day, I am encouraging each of you to wear pink in honor and in 

memory of those who have fought breast cancer and together all 

cancers. We hear it week in and week out in our Joys and Con-

cerns. We lift up brothers and sisters, fathers and mothers, aunts 

and uncles, grandfathers and grandmothers, friends and even our 

children who are fighting to survive against cancer. And so, on this day we will are hoping to have two 

guest speakers. The first will be from a medical professional to speak about the importance of cancer aware-

ness and breast health. And then, we will hear from a survivor of cancer to speak about their own journey 

and fight against cancer. Afterwards we will have a time for a reception and fellowship with pink cup-

cakes!!!  

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/why-do-so-many-churches-have-red-doors
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/why-do-so-many-churches-have-red-doors
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Mission Strategy Image Explanation 

 

Called by God: to Learn, To Befriend, 
and to Send Forth.  

 

Called by God - represented by the five hearts. 
The hearts are the seeds of the tree. They repre-
sent the Pentateuch (First five books of the bible) 
where God called God's people. This takes place 
in the context of our worship of where God calls 
us to be God's people. We hear the call through 
the Word proclaimed and we respond to God’s 
word through the sacraments (Baptism or Holy 
Communion). This may be for the first time 

(Profession of Faith) through Baptism, or it may be a reminder of who we are and whose we are 
through the Holy Communion.  

 

To Learn - represented by the root system. The roots represent our base of our discipleship proc-
ess. We are to learn about God and God's love for us. This is primarily done through study of scrip-
ture in small group. This could be our Sunday School program or another learning opportunity of-
fered. The roots are split into two main root systems that represent the Old and New Testament. 
The four separate roots represent the four gospels.  

 

To Befriend - represented by the three branches. As we grow in our knowledge of God through the 
Scriptures, and we become more and more aware of how we as the first fruits are to live are in 
need of accountability groups. This is a covenant group that comes together for five things: 1) to 
pray, 2) to hold one another accountable, 3) to continue their study, 4) for fellowship, and 5) to go 
out into the world in mission. The three branches represent the Trinity and that God is a God of 
community.  

 

To Send Forth - represented by the twelve leaves. As we are sent forth from our Befriend groups, 
the mission of the church is to go out into the world to make disciples of Jesus Christ. The twelve 
leaves represent the twelve apostles who were sent forth to spread the love of God and to share 
the gospel message with the world. These twelve leaves remind us that we are the continuation of 
that salvific message. The twelve leaves also represent the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve 
sons of Jacob. Finally, as we long for the Eschaton (the end when all will be restored and re-
newed), the Revelation of John speaks about the tree of life in the end times. In Revelation 22:2b it 
says, "On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit 
each month; and the leaves are for the healing of the nations." We are to be producing fruit each 
month and the leaves of the tree in our mission reminds us that we are sent to be God's agents in 
the world providing the means of healing or salvation through  

God’s grace by faith (God’s Call and our Response) to the world.   



At Green Rock Correctional Institute Chatham, Virginia, we have the opportunity to take in home made cook-

ies as a tangible expression of God’s love to men who rarely, if ever, receive anything special at all.  The 

Green Rock Kairos #13 is scheduled for October 6 - 9, 2015. 

Here are the guidelines from the prison for the cookies: 

ONLY THE FOLLOWING TYPES OF [HOMEMADE ONLY] COOKIES: 

 Plain Oatmeal (NO RAISINS OR NUTS), Peanut butter, Molasses,  Chocolate chip, Ginger, Plain 

sugar cookies. (NO FROSTING OR GLAZE), NO NUTS, DRIED FRUITS, ICING OR GLAZING ON ANY 

COOKIE  

SIZE:   2 to 2 ½ inches in diameter and not more than ½ inch thick. 

Factory made dough can be used, tubs or tubes as long as they meet the above guidelines. 

NON-CONFORMING COOKIES CANNOT BE TAKEN INTO THE PRISON. 
PACKING THE COOKIES:  Bag thoroughly cooled cookies in a sealable plastic bag; being careful they do not stick 

together. 

 They may be delivered by Sunday, October 4 or Monday, October 5, to Red Valley where Bob Weinhold  (493-6755) 

will pick them up.  
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WANTED:  800 COOKIES for Kairos #13  

At Green Rock Correctional Institute -  By October 4, 2015 
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What's Up with Wednesday Alive?  
Many of us may not be aware of the history. Wednesday Alive has been an active Wednesday night bible 
study and meal at RVUMC during fall, winter, and spring for many years. This effort began as an evening 
filled with several bible study options. The meal was added as a convenience in support of those participating. 
 What has changed? Wednesday night bible study participation has dwindled. The meal and fellow-
ship, rather than bible study, have become the primary focus.  
 Why did Church Council decide on a hiatus for Wednesday Alive this fall? The only facilitator of 
the only Wednesday night bible study has been Pastor Josh for the past few years. He is currently teaching a 
Wednesday Night course on Holy Communion, carried over from the summer. The Finance Committee re-
cently introduced the Financial Peace University course, which costs $100 per participating family unit and 
begins on September 30th.  This course is a full 2-hour class every Wednesday night for nine weeks.  Lead-
ership had no additional Wednesday night bible study opportunities for the congregation, therefore Council 
members voted to take time off from the Wednesday Night meals this fall to evaluate the effectiveness and 
alignment of Wednesday Alive with the Church's mission. 
 Why didn't I hear about this hiatus before the vote or by Church Council after the vote? The 
Council Committee did not effectively communicate this temporary change to the congregation, therefore 
apologizes for the oversight and any misunderstanding this may have caused. 
 What is next? Steve Spencer, Wednesday Alive Coordinator, has scheduled a meeting to discuss the 
future of Wednesday Alive with all who are interested in continuing this effort and willing to volunteer to cook, 
clean, or facilitate bible studies.   This important meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 22, at 7:00 
p.m. in the church fellowship hall.  
What can I do to keep this effort going? Red Valley's mission is to learn, to befriend, and to send forth.  
Learning the good word and growing disciples of Jesus Christ is a huge responsibility for the Church.  Pastor 
Josh is not the Church; no one individual is the church.  We, the congregation, are the Church.  The Pastor 
cannot, and should not be expected to, teach every Wednesday night bible study offered. There is a need for 
church members to step up and facilitate bible studies. There is an additional need for members in the con-
gregation to attend this meeting on Thursday, October 29, with open hearts and minds.  Leadership is seek-
ing creative ways to facilitate Wednesday Alive that won't over-burden a select few.  Those volunteering to 
cook and clean should also be able to attend one of the bible studies being offered.  So, let's pull together as 
a congregation and re-vamp this important effort into one that meets the mission of the Church and continues 
to provide fellowship opportunity. 
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REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN 

Stir Up the Fire: Wesley's Way of Making Disciples 

Featuring the Rev. Dr. James Harnish 

Tuesday, November 10, 2015 | 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

At the center of the Wesley’s way of making disciples was engagement in small group community.  Through 

such groups, people were bound together in their desire to live a deeper life in Christ and were equipped for 

ministry in the world.   The rediscovery of this tool for faith development is an essential step in the disciple-

ship process and a key to becoming a vibrant, healthy congregation.   

This event, focused specifically on small group ministry, will feature the Rev. Dr. James A. Harnish, former senior pastor of Hyde Park 

United Methodist Church in Tampa, and author of many books including A Disciple’s Path. Dr. Harnish is an advocate for Wesleyan small 

group ministry with 40 years of pastoral ministry and involvement in the church. 

    Session 1: Faith Development and a Wesleyan Understanding of Grace     

    Session 2: “Going on to Perfection” Steps for Developing Wesleyan Small Groups 

    Session 3: Small Group Ministry in YOUR Congregation 

Who should come? This event is ideal for church leadership, church staff, and those interested in and/or responsible for small group minis-

try, and anyone who has a desire to grow in faith. Group pricing available. 

How much does it cost? This event costs $25/person and lunch is provided. We encourage you to bring a team from your church so that 

together you can experience the event and can take the information and new ideas back to your church together. 

For this event we are offering an incredible discount. If your church registers four attendees, you may register a fifth attendee for 

FREE. So, you can bring a team of five and will only be charged the price of four ($100). This offer is only good at the time of registra-

tion—all 5 attendees must be registered together at one time. 

Where is this event? This event will take place at 10 locations across the conference to bring it within about an hour’s drive of 

your church home. Please be sure to select the proper location when you register. 

 Eastern Shore: Grace UMC (Parksley) 

 Lynchburg: Park View Community Mission 

 Martinsville: First UMC 

 Richmond: Woodlake UMC 

 Roanoke: Thrasher Memorial UMC 

 Shenandoah Valley: Bridgewater UMC 

 Stafford: Ebenezer UMC* 

 Tidewater: Francis Asbury UMC 

 Winchester: Macedonia UMC  

 Yorktown: St. Luke’s UMC   

*The event will be broadcast live at Ebenezer UMC in Stafford.  To learn more visit http://vaumc.org/5Talent.  

Please contact me, Jeannie Garber or Pastor Josh if you would like to attend and we can register the church as a group.  We paid for 6 

people to attend the 5 Talent Academy event this past Spring, but our satellite was closed.  We have 6 registrations that are credited to 

our Church for the upcoming 5 Talent Academy. Registration is now open and runs through 10/23/15. 

http://vaumc.org/5talent


CHURCH MOUSE 

 Golly, our fall or autumn has officially arrived and someone manages to post how many days until Christ-
mas on Facebook everyday now.  Where has 2015 gone?  It is hard to believe that we will all be talking about the 
arrival of a new year in just 3 short months!   And what does this passing of time really mean to each of us?  When 
we look back at the way we have used our time, how do we assess our use?  Do we have balance in our lives or are 
we spending too much time on work related responsibilities, watching television, binge watching Netflix series, 
sleeping, eating, exercising, or any other means of whiling away our time.  Do we set aside a time to worship and 
read scripture each day.  Or are we Sunday morning worshippers figuring that should get us through the week.  
What kinds of examples are we setting for our kids as they observe how we live our lives?  If our kids summarized 
our life’s motto, what would they say about us?  Do we live for today with no thought of tomorrow, or do we let 
the daily joys pass us by because we worry about a tomorrow that may never come?   

 I would be remiss if I didn’t mention Pope Francis’ message to our United States Congress when he en-
couraged them to employ the Golden Rule:  “Do unto others, as we would have them do unto us.”  In other 
words, “do to others as you would have them do to us.”   What a beautiful rule.  It is endorsed by all major relig-
ions and for good reason.  Just close your eyes and think for a moment, what a beautiful and kind world we would 
live in if each one of us followed the Golden Rule.  Our involvement in mission projects will grow, our willingness 
to volunteer in areas needing help will also evolve.  Our outreach will be for those in need rather than coveting 
what we have and keeping it for ourselves.  So, I encourage each of us, when we want to speak harshly, or act out 
toward someone, or withhold our gifts, that we pause and remember the Golden Rule.  Let that become our 
motto.  And then when we sing, “Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me,” each of us will know that 
yes, we are doing our part to bring peace on earth.  Until next time this is your Church Mouse! 

Friday October 30th  6pm - 8pm  

(set up 5:30)                                                   
Join us for an evening of fun and 

laughter! 
 

If you need help decorating  

or someone to decorate for you let us 

know  

Contact Trish or Jackie if you would 

like further information 



The following courses will be offered at Smith Memorial UMC in Collinsville Va. on 

Oct. 10 and Oct. 17 (9:00 AM - 3:00 PM with lunch provided, child care provided by 

reservation): 

 
LAY SPEAKER TRAINING 
 

A lay speaker is a Certified Lay Servant or person with equivalent training defined by his or her 
district or conference committee on Lay Servant Ministries, who is called and equipped to serve 
the church in pulpit supply. The 2012 General Conference renamed Lay Speaking Ministries to 
Lay Servant Ministries. The role of lay speaker was created at the 2012 General Conference to 
foster excellence, insure quality, provide accountability, and retain the heritage of those laity 
called to provide pulpit supply.  
To become certified as a lay speaker, you must complete a track of study that includes one 
course from each of the following subject categories:  
 
1. The BASIC Course for Lay Servant Ministries  
 
2. Leading worship  
- Leading Worship –Taylor Burton Edwards  
- Your Ministry of Leading Worship 101 (online)  
 
3. Leading prayer  
- Leading in Prayer –Mary O. Benedict  
- Leading Public Prayer (online)  
 
4. Discovering spiritual gifts  
- Discover Your Spiritual Gifts –William J. Carter  
- Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts (online)  
 
5. Preaching  
- You Can Preach! –John P. Gilbert  
- From Your Heart to Theirs–Tony Franks and David Carroll  
 
6. United Methodist Heritage  
- Living Our United Methodist Beliefs –George Hovaness Donigian  
- Living Our United Methodist Beliefs (online)  
 
7. United Methodist Polity  
- Life Together in the United Methodist Connection –Beth Galbreath  
- Life Together in the United Methodist Connection (online)  
 
8. Other courses as may be determined by your Annual Conference  
- Committee on Lay Servant Ministries, or equivalent structure  

 
For more information please see or call Dwain Severs (540-521-1329) 



RED BIRD MISSION TEAM   
 
On September 13, 2015, four members of RVUMC and nine members of BCUMC departed 
for Beverly, KY to spend their week giving of their time and their talents.  First, a little back-
ground on Red Bird…… 
 Red Bird Mission was established in 1921 by the Evangelical Church at the head-waters of 

the Red Bird River.  The land was made available by the Knuckles family of Beverly, Kentucky in 

Bell County.  Timber and labor for building were contributed by local citizens.  Rev. J. J. DeWall was 

the first superintendent of the Mission and served from 1921 until his death in 1928.  Under his lead-

ership the campus was constructed including the church, dormitories, and housing for staff.  New 

dormitories and the new Red Bird school were dedicated “to the glory of God for children and youth” 

in 1983.  

 In 1968 the Evangelical United Brethren Church (E.U.B.) united with the Methodist Church to 

form the United Methodist Church.  The “United” in the name today reminds us of our heritage as 

E.U.B.s.  The Mission churches were reorganized under the name of Red Bird Missionary Confer-

ence.  In 1973 the Conference, under Rev. John Bischoff, became the umbrella organization for Red 

Bird Mission and Henderson Settlement.  

 Education was always central to the work of Red Bird.  The school grew from 6 high school 

students and 95 elementary students in 1922 to 216 today.  The present school building at Queen-

dale was dedicated in 1983. In 1988, the school was separated from the public school system, and 

was re-named the Red Bird Mission School.   In 2012 the Mission’s Board of Directors renamed the 

school the Red Bird Christian School to underscore the renewed emphasis upon the spiritual devel-

opment of students and faculty plus the teaching of Christianity and the Bible.   

 There is also a clinic on campus which is operated via lease agreement with the Manchester 

Memorial Hospital.  There is also a dental clinic.  The dormitories, closed in 2010, were opened 

again in the fall of 2014.  The dormitories and other buildings have been renovated over the years by 

work groups from various United Methodist churches.  A mission has been crafted that will focus 

squarely upon the development of ethical-moral leaders for the political and private sectors in addi-

tion to leadership for the Church.  Our motto in school and the dorms is “Enter to 
Learn; Leave to Serve.”   
 Today, Red Bird Christian School is a ministry of Red Bird Mission which is a project related 

to the National Program Office of the United Methodist Women. 

Below are some thoughts/observations from Red Valley’s four mis-
sion attendees: 
Dwain Severs:  Our recent trip to Red Bird Mission brought back some very good memories of my 
first two mission trips, also to Kentucky.  Although I did miss my youth group very much, it was a 
small blessing not having the huge responsibility that goes along keeping them safe and sound!   
This trip was somewhat different than the others in that we did not have a family to serve. It was a 
joy to work with both Red Valley's team and Burnt Chimney's team .We accomplished much in the 
four work days we spent together; and there is still much more work to be done there .Although we 
did not work off campus, I felt we were still helping to continue God's work. By our team taking care 
of some of the many campus projects, it allowed other groups to minister to the needs of the com-
munity. We also had opportunities to work with other churches, guiding and helping them with their 
projects. I hope and pray I will be able to return again. Thank you Red Valley for your sponsorship, 
support, prayers, and to allow me and others to have experienced this Great Blessing. 

See the last page for continued thoughts: 
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Continued thoughts from our mission team members: 
 
Dale Sumner:  The Red Bird Mission supports many ministries…..from helping mothers and children 
to Meals on Wheels for the elderly and handicapped.  They have a medical clinic staffed by a nurse 
and a dental clinic which they open on occasion when a dentist is available.  They pass out food 
boxes to the poor and have an emergency food program for those in immediate need.  Red Bird also 
orchestrates needed repairs to houses in the community.  There are many other ministries not men-
tioned.  The Red Bird Mission really has a full plate with all they do and they can use all the help 
they can get.  They touch a lot of lives; not only the ones they help, but the ones who are helping.  I 
know, because they touched mine. 
Mark Hathaway:  As one wise, young Pastor said of the mission trip; “It’s not just about the work, 
but about fellowship”. We worked with other church groups helping them after we had completed our 
projects, establishing fellowship with groups from other states and creating a common bond in help-
ing others. 

Barb Layman:  What a blessing! Red Bird is a beautiful and wonderful place and our team was 

blessed to have been a part of the Red Bird experience. And, I believe, we were a blessing to them 

by giving of our time and talents for the week. I returned home with some new skills (need new gut-

ters hung?, how about deck steps or hand-cut spindles?!); thanks in large part to Dale. But more im-

portantly, my spirit was renewed, no doubt about it! I really enjoyed getting to know and working with 

our teammates from Burnt Chimney UMC but the shared experiences, fellowship, and deeper friend-

ships with Dale, Mark and Dwain are priceless! As Red Bird Work Camp manager Earl Hampton 

said, "one week of your 52 this year spent at Red Bird is a small price to pay in exchange for Cal-

vary."              


