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TEARING DOWN THE WALLS: WAYS OF DOING JUSTICE WITH SHANE CLAIBORNE! 

Saturday, 24 October 2015, 9:00 am - 3:15 pm 
First United Methodist Church, 125 W. Main St., Salem, VA  24153 

"Tearing Down the Walls" will be led by Shane Claiborne, a well-known speaker and one of the founders of 
The Simple Way - a Christian community in Philadelphia that seeks to take seriously some of the radical 
teachings of Jesus and how these should shape our common life.  Through this event we will seek to under-
stand (1) the meaning of Christian social justice; (2) how we can break down contemporary walls of injus-
tice such as economic inequalities, educational disparities and racial divisions; and (3) how we can build 
hope and empower persons to overcome walls of separation and engage others on social justice issues.  
  
Participants will have an opportunity to interact with Claiborne (who led the Virginia Conference 5 Talent 
Academy "Ministry With the Poor" event on February 21st), ask questions, and share concerns, stories and 
action ideas in small groups.  This will be an intergenerational event.  Youth and young adults are therefore 
encouraged to attend as well as older adults.  This event is sponsored by the Roanoke District Church and 
Society Committee, in collaboration with the Danville, Lynchburg and Staunton Districts.  Approved for CEU 
0.5. Child care will be available for children up through age 6.  (See pages 5 & 6 for registration form.) 

DAY OF CONFESSION, REPENTANCE, PRAYER AND COMMITMENT TO END RACISM 
 

Bishop Young Jin Cho has issued a call for all churches and pastors of the Virginia Conference to join our 
brothers and sisters in the African Methodist Episcopal Church in observing Sunday, Sept. 6, as a “Day of 
Confession, Repentance, Prayer and Commitment to End Racism.” 
 
In the wake of the murders of The Emanuel Nine (the senior pastor and eight members of Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C.), the Council of Bishops of the A.M.E. Church has asked eve-
ry church, temple, synagogue, mosque and place of worship to designate Sept. 6 as a Sunday “to focus on 
race ... and be reminded that out of one blood, God created all of us to dwell together in unity.” 
 
“The Emanuel Nine and so many others who have died or been discriminated against and suffered because 
of race cannot have their lives taken, simply to be a footnote in history,” the A.M.E. bishops said in their 
statement. 
 
“Many over the last two weeks have spoken about how extraordinary the Emanuel Nine were and their 
families who in their loss and pain proclaimed forgiveness,” the A.M.E. bishops said, “but they represent 
the majority of African Methodists, and in fact Black Christians. We seek to live God’s Word. We will go for-
ward from here with forgiving, but also leading and demanding that the nation act on race.” 
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By now you have heard that the District Parsonage was sold a few weeks ago. A short statement can 
hardly convey all of the time and effort put into it! For a month, or more, it seemed as if that was the 
main function of our District Office. Sandra gave lots of extra time and attention to make sure we had 
a successful outcome. It was a group effort, what with District Trustees, our attorney and real estate 
agents, in addition to inspectors and a co-opted moving team. It also produced some moments of exis-
tential thoughts on my part. In the midst of packing and deciding what to keep and what to give away I 
was pondering the meaning of life, especially as it relates to our “stuff.”  Leave it to me to make mov-
ing a theological exercise. 
 
Because of my specific housing requirements (location and my dog companion) the best situation for 
me was not the most convenient; there was a three week period between moving out and moving in. 
At least I had already planned to take a two week vacation. Besides, I have received many generous 
offers of temporary accommodations. Things changed when my father’s step-daughter died at the be-
ginning of August and I decided my vacation time was better spent heading to Phoenix to visit with 
him. Departure for the trip coincided with my final move from the parsonage. Most of my belongings 
went to a storage unit (this was a new experience for me). I am still appalled by how much I have. The 
feeling was heightened by two weeks on the road with only basic necessities for life. I became a bit 
like a nomad, even if I did carry substantially more than the Israelites did when leaving Egypt.  
 
What did I learn? Or perhaps better stated, what did I re-learn? We really do not need a lot of what we 
have. Instead of feeling deprived I experienced freedom in having less. My morning coffee never tast-
ed so good, and the luxury of a washer and dryer at Dad’s house was a relief. Besides, there were 
spectacular vistas at every turn once I got to the Southwest. Along the way I had conversations with a 
number of people who practically envied the opportunity I was afforded to re-set my priorities by 
lightening the load of “things.” 
 
Am I recommending everyone do the same? Hardly. What I do suggest is for all of us to make time for 
self-discovery about our real needs and our perceived needs (what we want). It might just free us for 
renewed relationships with God and neighbor.  
 
 
 

 

     Yours in Christ     

     Janine  
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SHRED INSTEAD 

The Danville District office will provide a Shred 

Instead truck in the Wesley Memorial UMC 

parking lot on Wednesday, October 14th from 

11 am until 1 pm.   

You are invited to bring paper items for shred-

ding during the two hours the truck will be 

here.  There is no cost, but we will gladly ac-

cept donations for the truck operation.  

Now is the time to do some “fall cleaning” and 

get rid of those boxes of paper you’ve had col-

lecting in your home or church office.  

If you need more infor-

mation, contact Sandra 

at the District office by 

phone, 276.638.2688 or 

by email at DanvilleDis-

trict @vaumc.org 

Ridgeway United Methodist Church 

Lord’s Acre Sale 

Saturday, September 19 

7 a.m-1 p.m. 

   Breakfast and hot dog lunch served 

 Crafts, homemade baked and canned goods, fresh produce for sale 

    Free blood pressure screenings 

Proceeds for missions (special focus on backpack program for Drewry Mason Elementary) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR…Rev. Jim Wilson (Ridgeway) receiving chemo treatments;  Rev. Kay Marsh and brother, 
Bob King (Ga), would like to thank you all for the prayers, cards, calls, letters and flowers during Kay's re-
cent surgery and Bob's continuing health crisis; Rev. Elwood and Mrs. Marie Pack, whose son, Barry, died Au-
gust 7th; Clergy who have returned to school at Duke and Eastern Mennonite; those affected by gun violence 

GLOBAL MISSION FELLOW ASSIGNED  
TO WORK IN VIRGINIA 

Christina Trager, a Global Mission Fellow 
US-2 young adult missionary commis-
sioned July 30 by the United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries, has 
been assigned to work at Ferrum College, 
a United Methodist-related institution in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, to 
strengthen ties between Ferrum and the 
Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky 
Mount. She will coordinate student and 
faculty volunteers at Henry Fork and work with other as-
pects of campus religious and social life. Trager is a mem-
ber of Mariner’s Bethel UMC in Ocean View, Del., in the 
Peninsula-Delaware Conference. She will be available to 
speak in churches interpreting her work starting in the 
fall and will also be looking for financial support for her 
mission and ministry.  

Christina will be available to speak in your church begin-
ning January of 2016.  Her email address is: 
ctrager@umcmission.org 

http://www.umcmission.org/explore-our-work/missionaries-in-service/missionary-profiles/trager-christina
http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2015/july/fifteen-new-young-adult-missionaries-to-serve-in-united-states
http://www.umcmission.org/learn-about-us/news-and-stories/2015/july/fifteen-new-young-adult-missionaries-to-serve-in-united-states
http://www.ferrum.edu/
http://vaumw.org/fileadmin/user_upload/events/Henry_Fork.pdf


Page 4           Danville District     

2015 CHARGE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Host Churches in Bold 

               

Sun, Oct 4   2:00-3:30 pm Gogginsville   4:30-6:00 pm Bethlehem 
    Oyler’s Chapel/Rehoboth   Franklin 
    Epworth      East Franklin 
    Red Valley      Fork Mountain 

               

Sun, Oct 11 2:00-3:30 pm Floral Hills   4:30-6:00 pm Mount Olivet 
    Rock Spring/Wesley Chapel   Harmony 
    Calvary/Kerns Memorial   Bethel/Cascade 
    Moseley Memorial/Stokesland  Whitmell/St.Johns 
          Brosville 

 

Sun, Oct 18  2:00-3:30 pm First    4:30-6:00 pm Stanleytown 
    Wesley Memorial    Bassett 
    Anderson Chapel/Granbery   Chatham Heights 
    Pleasant Grove    Ridgeway 
    Fieldale     Smith Memorial 
    Axton      Mount Bethel 

         

Sun, Oct 25    2:00-3:30 pm Salem    4:30-6:00 pm Providence 
    Mountain View     Stuart 
    Harris Chapel     West Patrick 
    North Patrick     Fellowship  
    East Patrick                Meadow 

           

Sun, Nov 8    2:00-3:30 pm Oakland   4:30-6:00 pm Trinity 
    Watson Memorial    St. Luke’s  
    Hopewell     Grace Design   
    Swansonville     Mount Vernon 
    Concord/Mount Pleasant   Fairview 

 

Sun, Nov 15    2:00-3:30 pm Pleasant Hill 
    St. James 
    Redwood 
    Callaway Cooperative Parish 
    Rocky Mount  
    West Franklin         
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INFORMATION FROM THE VIRGINIA CONFERENCE CENTER: 

Small Congregation Training Day on Sat. 31 Oct, 2015  10 am to 4 pm 
 
On Saturday, Oct. 31, join other VAUMC clergy and laity from 10 am to 4 pm for a cay focused on increasing 
the faithfulness and fruitfulness of the small congregation church. This event is designed for churches with an 
average worship attendance of 1-149 and will offer practical tools needed for bringing new vitality to the 
small congregation.   Registration is available at http://vaumc.org/small-church-training     For more infor-
mation contact the Center for Congregational Excellence at 1.800.768.6040. 
 
United Methodism 101 

Session Details 
Session name: UM101-SEP30.2015  
Registration period:  8/31/2015 to 9/29/2015  
Course dates:  9/30/2015 to 11/11/2015 (42 days)  
Seats remaining:  189  
Tuition:  $ 9.99  
Course ID:  UM101-SEP30.2015  

Course Description 
This online course is designed for new United Methodists and anyone wanting to know more about the de-
nomination. Are you a lifelong or long-term Methodist? You may be surprised at what you can learn about 
our denomination. The course includes 4 modules that contain many interactive features. Each module takes 
about 1 hour to complete. You can move through the modules at your own pace. 
What will I learn? 
This course is divided into 4 parts. In the course, you’ll explore the following areas of interest:  1) United 
Methodist History, 2) Theology and Beliefs of the United Methodist Church, 3) Organization and Governance, 
4) Present and Future Challenges  

What can I expect? 
This course is interactive. You can move at your own pace. We use discussion forums, quizzes and other ac-
tivities for a class that’s engaging and hands-on. 

A limited number of virtual seats are available for this course and are first come, first serve. Seats will no 
longer be available after the course is full or once the course begins.  Register at https://umctraining.org 

 

 
United Methodist Men’s Spiritual Advance  Friday, 6 Nov 2015 to Sunday 8 Nov 2015 

Following many years of tradition, the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone will be a 
“beehive of activity” when men from across the Virginia Conference get together for the 2015 United Meth-
odist Men’s Spiritual Advance from Friday to Sunday, Nov. 6-8.  The annual event will feature the Rev. Dr. 
Clarence R. Brown, Senior Pastor of Annandale UMC (Alexandria District), who will preach a series of four 
messages on Men Making a Difference.   Contact Andrew Kissell at Andrew.Kissell@aecom.com or call (757) 
839-0790 for more information.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 

7 Office closed—Labor Day 
8 Clergy Regional meetings—check with your  
 cluster to see time and place 
8-9 Cabinet meeting, Conference Center 
11-12 District Transformation Training, First UMC 
18-19 VA Conference Young Women’s Event, VUMAC 
19-20 District Transformation Training, First UMC 

OCTOBER 

4, 11, 18, 25 Charge Conferences 2:00 pm and 4:30 pm 
4 World Communion Sunday 
6-7 Cabinet meeting, Conference Center 
13 Clergy Regional meetings—check with your  
 cluster to see time and place 
15  Committee on Ordained Ministry, District office 
21 Office closed—Sandra in Richmond for PAUMCS 

NOVEMBER 

1 Daylight Saving Time ends, clocks forward 1 hr 
17-18 Cabinet meeting, Conference Center 
8, 15 Charge Conferences 2:00 pm and 4:30 pm 
9 Clergy meeting, 9 am to 12:30 pm, First UMC 
22 District Conference, 3-5 pm, Rocky Mount area, 
 Bishop Cho 
25 Office closed 1/2 day for Thanksgiving holiday 
26-27 Office closed for Thanksgiving holiday 

DECEMBER 

12 Cabinet meeting, Danville District 
23 Office closed 1/2 day for Christmas holiday 
24-25 Office closed for Christmas holiday 
28-Jan 1    Office closed—Sandra on vacation 
 

D a n v i l l e  D i s t r i c t   
T h e  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  
P o  B o x  4 2 0 4  
M a r t i n s v i l l e ,  V A   2 4 1 1 5  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS FOR THE NEWSLETTER BY  

THE 15th OF EACH MONTH  

This newsletter has been especially prepared for: 


