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 LETTER FROM THE PASTOR 

Greetings! 

 The month of November brings many things to mind as a pastor. In this month I will be pre-

paring for Christ the King Sunday on November 22. Closing out the Christian calendar, this Sunday 

lifts up the longing and waiting for the renewal of all creation when Christ is placed on His throne 

with the world as His footstool. Next, I will prepare for Thanksgiving, a secular holiday that began 

with Native Americans who took care of the foreigners and provided food. It has become a day 

where we give thanks for those things we cherish. And, finally, I will be preparing for Advent, a sea-

son that is a time of reflection and preparation for the coming of Jesus. However, this November I 

also have something else on my mind. I have the spiritual discipline of prayer on my mind.  

 At Red Valley UMC we have been trying a new way to lift up our joys and concerns by writing 

them down so that the congregation can take them home and continue to lift them up in prayer. We 

call this form of prayer intercessory prayer. The time we spend in worship praying is not about 

pointing each other’s attention to our needs and joys, but it is about us directing these needs and 

joys to God. Worship is always about God. And then we, as the body of Christ, take these prayers 

home with us to lift them up to God throughout the week. 

 I also have been thinking about all of these other things I have been preparing for and how 

prayer is central to each. In Thanksgiving we give prayers of thanksgiving to God. On Christ the King 

Sunday, we pray for that day when Christ will renew and sanctify creation or as Jesus taught his 

disciples, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” And, in advent, we pray 

the prayers of confession as we repent. We reflect on the need of a Savior and our sinfulness is 

called to our attention as we long for the salvation in the coming of a Messiah.  

 Each example reflects differing types of prayer. But ultimately, what is prayer? This past 

week I was heading to a meeting in Richmond and I was listening to the radio. As I listened, I no-

ticed that the signal was starting to become lost. You know that annoying time when you hear two 

voices or two songs coming through at the same time? So I shut the radio off and I began to pray. 

And, in my time of prayer, an epiphany came to me. Prayer is much like the tuning of a radio station. 

It is the process of clearing away the static and listening for the source of the signal. And, in 

prayer, it is clearing away the static in our lives and listening for the Source of our life’s signal who 

is God.  

Grace and Peace,  

 

Rev. Joshua King 

RED VALLEY UMC 
NOVEVMBER 1,2015 

 



Conference exceeds Imagine No Malaria 

goal, saves 100,536+ lives! 

Many in our congregation at Red Valley UMC and congregations around the Virginia Conference have been working diligently this past year for 
raising funds for Imagine No Malaria. Let us celebrate now the work we have done!  
 

UPDATE NOTE: As of Oct. 23, Virginia Conference churches had raised $1,016,581.17 forImagine No Malaria, saving more 

than 101,658 lives! 

As of Sept. 30, Virginia Conference churches had raised $1,005,364.30 for Imagine No Malaria, saving more than 100,536 

lives and exceeding the conference goal of raising $1 million to save 100,000+ lives from malaria, a preventable and treatable 

disease. 

"This is a great day," said Bishop Young Jin Cho when he received the news from Maria Maxwell, Imagine No Malaria field coordi-

nator for the Virginia Conference. "Thank God for all the churches," Cho said, "from the little children to all the others who 

joined this effort." 

 
To celebrate the occasion, Maxwell presented Bishop Cho with a one-of-a-kind stole made from an "Every Life Save a Life" t-

shirt by Karen McElfish from Mount Olivet UMC in Arlington. 

 "First, I want to express my thanks to every church, faith community, campus ministry, Sunday school class, youth 

group, United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men, retreat and conference group," Bishop Cho wrote in a letter sent to all 

United Methodists in the Virginia Conference, "and last but not least every individual who accepted the challenge and made a con-

tribution to truly allow EVERY LIFE TO SAVE A LIFE!" 

He also thanked members of the Imagine No Malaria Committee as well as lay and clergy leaders, district superinten-

dents, pastors, and teachers who accepted this challenge and inspired others to give so that together we could do more than any 

of us can do alone.   "Finally, I want to express my personal thanks as your bishop in allowing me to walk 

with you in this effort," he wrote. "I have been inspired and encouraged by your selfless expression as disciples of Jesus Christ 

to truly transform the world!" 

To view this article in full, check out: 

 http://www.vaumc.org/pages/news/2015va-news/2015vanews_conference-exceeds-inm-goal 
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Thank you Lou and Steve Spencer for stepping up to orchestrate yet another year of Op-

eration Christmas Child. LET’S HELP BRIGHTEN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON FOR 

CHILDREN IN NEED. For those of you not familiar with this project, “Operation Christ-

mas Child demonstrates God’s love to hurting children in a tangible way by partnering 

with churches worldwide to deliver gift-filled shoeboxes and the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.” It is coordinated through Samaritan’s Purse International Relief. Shoeboxes are 

here and ready to be filled!! Get a Shoebox Form and you choose a girl or a boy and what 

age group. In addition to filling the box with goodies, you must include the filled out 

form and $7.00 (cash or check made out to Samaritan’s Purse with note on 

memo line “Operation Christmas Child”) to help cover shipping costs. Gift suggestions 

include: toys, dolls, toy trucks, stuffed animals, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, dolls, pens, pen-

cils, crayons, markers, paper, coloring books, toothbrush, mild bar soap (in box or bag), 

comb, washcloth, T-shirts, socks, caps, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with 

batteries). You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. DO 

NOT INCLUDE used or damaged items, war-related items such as toy guns, knives or mili-

tary figures, chocolate or food (hard candy OK), liquids or lotions, breakable items or aero-

sol cans.  Please remember, if toys require batteries, please include extra batteries.  

 Last year Red Valley filled 80 shoeboxes!  Let’s try to surpass that goal this year.  

Lou has 100 empty boxes waiting to be filled. 

 If you fill multiple boxes, and are paying by check, only one check is necessary; just 

ensure you include the total amount for the number of boxes you filled. 
 

 

If there are some of you not able to get out and shop for items to include in your shoe-

box, Lou and Steve would be glad to do this for you.  Please just give her a monetary do-

nation and she will take care of it!  Thank you, all, for giving children a reason to smile 

and to know that they are loved. 

**SHOEBOXES** 

DUE BY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15! 



 A century and forty eight years ago the Methodists of the section of Franklin 

County known as Red Valley moved into their white clapboard church building. The congre-

gation had been ready to build years before but was forced to postpone its plans because 

of the outbreak of the Civil War. The present church was finished in 1867. Although there 

are no written accounts tradition says lumber was stacked on the church grounds in readi-

ness when the war disrupted the lives of the congregation. 

      It is thought that a log meeting house was at the present site of the church  It 

caught fire sometime during the war and set fire to the lumber that was there and burnt 

some of it also. Those pieces of lumber are still in the alcove of the church. The deed for 

the land is dated Oct 25 1859 although the congregation is thought to have formed in 

1850. 

   Trustees whose names appear on the deed were Moses G Booth Nehemiah Kennett 

William Palmer Bird Turner Samuel Turner Silas Reese and Valentine Oyler . 

                 More to come next newsletter on some of these men of the church and commu-

nity by Darlene Wheeler.    

1,980 Dozen Cookies! 

 Kairos #13 was a Holy Spirit filled 3 ½ days!  Forty-two residents of the Green Rock  
 Plus, thanks to you all, and all of the Kairos team member’s cookie bakers, we had more cook-

ies than we ever had before.  Close to our goal of 2,000 dozen cookies!  Not only do we enjoy these 

during our 3 ½ day event; on Thursday evening our team distributes bags of cookies and greeting cards 

to all 1,000 plus residents of Green Rock.  Cookies are also given to the Correctional Officers who 

work at Green Rock.  Thanks again for your cookie baking support.  We even had enough cookies left 

over that we could serve them at our 1 Day Instructional Reunion we held on Monday, October 19. 

 Kairos #14 planning has started.  Our Spring Kairos will be held on April 12 – 15, 2016.  We 

will need our cookies on Sunday, April 10, 2016.  Why not when you are baking Christmas cookies 

make an extra batch and freeze them for #14. 

 God Bless you all for going into prison with me with your prayers and cookie baking. 

Bob 
 

LOOKING BACK AT HISTORY 

You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall 

serve.  Matthew 4:10 
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 Check out this handsome guy at his home coming dance, 

Trevor Bowman.  Looking good! 

 To order your copy of the church picture go to: http://

clients.jollyjenphotography.com/gallery/redvalley2015/.  

Or if you do not have internet available, call Diana Hackett 

at the church office 540-721-7545 or at 540-330-9926. 

 From the Thrift Store: Rachel and the ladies would like to 

thank Steve Miller for their beautiful blue door !  They 

love it!  Thanks Steve! 

 Also, Rachel would like to remind everyone not to forget 

the Thrift Store with your donations.  The Thrift Store 

can always use household items including blankets and win-

ter clothing with coats.  Your contributions are always ap-

preciated and put to good use.  The Thrift Store has gen-

erated monies to contribute to many projects at the 

church.  The church thanks the ladies for their hard work. 

Music is something that speaks to our souls.  I couldn’t imagine my life without 

it.  It continues to be a pleasure for me to sit behind the piano every Sunday and 

share the gifts that God has given me.  I do like to share my gifts outside of church 

as well.  As many of you know, Dan Hildebrand and I have been singing together for 

quite some time now.  It all started with me coming to hear him and joining in with 

harmony on a few songs.  He is a fantastic musician and songwriter and I am beyond 

thrilled that he has allowed me to join in the fun of performing with him.   We have several 

things booked for November and December.  Here are the dates and we would love for you 

to come and listen!   

 

November 14th                  Bent Mountain Bistro                 6:30-9:30 

November  28th                 Floyd Country Store                  2:00-3:00 

December 12th                  Bent Mountain Bistro                 6:30-9:30 

December 18th                  Chaos Mountain Brewing            6:00-9:00 

TIDBITS 

A MESSAGE FROM ADONNA LEMON 

 
Page 5 



Here's the rest of the scheduled staff:  

Liturgists (Beth Hathaway, coordinator)   November Communion Servers: (Barb Layman, coordinator) 

11/1– Diana Hackett 

11/8 - Barb Layman     11/1 - Mary Bowman & Barb Layman 

11/15 & 11/22 –Beth Hathaway    11/8 - Kent Wheeler & Beth Hathaway 

11/29 Kathy Meador     11/15 - Dwain & Trish Severs 

       11/22 - Kellie Powell & Kathy Meador 

       11/29 - Diane Hackett & Connie Dudley  

Ushers (Mark Hathaway, coordinator): 

11/1 - Dale Sumner & Maxine Dickerson   Counters: (Charlotte Weinhold, coordinator) 

11/8 - Dwain & Trish Severs    11/1  - Diana Hackett & Mark Hathaway 

11/15 - Lou & Steve Spencer    11/8  - Beth Hathaway & Linda Perdue 

11/22 - Mark Hathaway & Connie Dudley   11/15   -  Frank Hackett & Elneta Amicucci 

11/29 - Dwain & Trish Severs    11/22  - Kellie Bonner & Carol Ghaul 

       11/29 - Steve Spencer & Elneta Amicucci 

Same message as with communion servers - if you cannot serve, switch with someone else scheduled in the month and notify the 

coordinator. 

CHURCH BUS 

Church groups of 5 or more can request to use the church bus for meetings, outings, etc 

1. Must have Driver who is on Insurance Co. approved list. 

Pre-trip Sign-up form must be completed and turned in well in advance of date bus is 

needed----first come, first served. Scheduling to be done with Ron Rocke or Mark 

Hathaway. 

2. Before trip, the following must be filed with Ron Rocke----- 

Bus Pre-trip form 

Google map of route 

Passenger list and waivers for all passengers 

Forms are available in church office 

3. Day of trip---- 

Pre-trip inspection must be performed and copy of passenger list, medical forms, waiver forms must be on the bus and copies 

filed with church office.  

Mileage must be recorded on  log in bus. 

4. In event of an accident, there is a form on the clipboard for completion. First priority is the passengers. Notify church, 

Ron, or Mark asap. 

5. DO NOT pull through any DRIVE-THRU windows or into any parking garages.---CLEARANCE IS 10' 6". 

6. You must return the bus FULL of gas---neither the church nor the next group using the bus should have to pay for  your 

group's gas---if your group only uses a small amount of  gas-----TOP IT OFF before returning. 

7. A Post-trip inspection from must be completed and make sure ALL trash is removed and the bus is clean on the inside. 

Please record any problems that must be addressed on  the post trip inspection report. 

8. THIS IS THE WHOLE CHURCH'S BUS. PLEASE USE IT WITH PRIDE AND CONSIDERATION FOR EVERYONE 

ELSE. 

MINISTRY SERVANTS—MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

November Newsletter 
Page 6 

Everyone helped his neighbor and 

said to his brother, “Be of good 

courage!”    Isaiah 41:6 



The word “coming” is certainly appropriate as we begin to reflect on the season of Advent. The word 

“Advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming” or “visit”.  This season of Advent is the 

Christian season of preparation of the “Coming” or the “Visit” of the expected Messiah. This time of expec-

tancy and waiting for the joyful Christmas choruses is difficult.  We can relate to this time as though we are 

expecting and waiting for the birth of a child. There is an anticipation, as Parker has found, with the expec-

tation of his baby brother/sister and wanting to hold her/him now; that is difficult and yet necessary. Just 

as we long for and anticipate the day we can hold a newborn child, in Advent we’re reminded of how much we 

ourselves long for and need a Savior. And we look forward to our Savior’s second coming even as we prepare 

to celebrate his first coming at Christmas.  Our season of Advent this year begins on November 29 and will 

last for the four Sundays prior to Christmas. December 25, for Christians, marks the first of twelve days of 

Christmas. Beginning on November 29, we will be using a similar but more traditional style of worship as we 

prepare for the coming of the Incarnation, the coming of God in flesh through our Messiah Jesus the Christ.  

In addition to our worship in this season of Advent, we will also be preparing for the Coming through 

a small group study. I would like to invite each of you to consider joining me for this 

study. The Christmas story we know so well is really a compilation of accounts found 

in each of the Gospels. Although the four books present the event somewhat differ-

ently, each of them leads us on the Advent journey of preparation for Christ’s com-

ing. Awaiting the Already takes us on a tour through the Gospel narratives, showing 

us what parts of the Christmas story come from which Gospel, and helps us to recog-

nize that each Gospel writer invites us to encounter a fresh experience of the birth 

of Christ.   

We will begin this journey together on Sunday evenings, November 29, Decem-

ber 6, 13, and 20 at 6:30 p.m. Our last session will be Sunday, December 27 

at 9:30 a.m. If you wish to join me, please either sign the sign-up sheet at worship 

in November or e-mail me at RVUMC30@gmail.com. The cost of the book is $7.00. 

You may order your own, or note on the sign-up sheet that you would like to have a 

book purchased for you by placing a check mark beside your name.  

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 PDF  -  You may say—What is that?  It is one of the missions or ministries of 
our church.  Red Valley is known as the church that cares and helps.  Wow! Pastor 
Josh receives calls from all around our neighborhood, for some as a last resort; 
needs for help with medicines, auto fuel, rent, electricity, home heat and food.  Our 
Food Pantry is helpful with the food until they can visit our USDA program.  So 
make sure it is filled with non-perishable foods.  If you wish to participate in the 
monetary needs, leave your gift on the alter rail at communion time or in the collec-
tion plate itemized PDF.  We cannot share what we do not receive!  Thank you for 
your help.  Joyce Almond 

Season of Advent is Coming 
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- the act by which we come to know we are                                             

“Called by God” 

 

 

All Christians are ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and each of us have a gift to 

share. Every Sunday, we as the collective body of Christ come together for worship. And while 

we worship, there are opportunities for each of you to share your gifts and talents. If you feel 

called to serve in our Sunday morning worship, please contact our Ministry Heads and they will 

provide training and schedule you to serve. Just recently we have added “Testimony” to this 

list. If you wish to share a testimony of how God has moved in your life and would like to share 

your story, please contact Pastor King.   

 

New Bulletin Board 

 This serves as a reminder that effective October 2015, it is the plan for each of our 

committees to place their minutes of each meeting on the bulletin board at the top of the 

ramp. This is being done in hopes of being transparent and keeping the congregation in the 

loop of what is happening at our church. Please, if you were not able to make it to a meet-

ing, but are interested in what your committees is doing, or what other committees are do-

ing, check out the minutes that are being posted. Thanks! 

Ministry Heads 
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Liturgist Beth Hathaway (540) 314-3673 

Children’s Sermon/Church Darlene Wheeler (540) 427-1860 

Usher Mark Hathaway (540) 890-6858 

Communion Assistant Barb Layman (540) 719-0720 

Nursery Bonnie Ingram (540) 721-3130 

AV Tech Dale Sumner (540) 352-7292 

Acolyte Cindy Clay (540) 526-6927 

Counter Charlotte Weinhold (540) 493-6855 

Testimony Rev. Joshua King (703) 727-6589 



As we turn the corner from fall to winter, I would simply like to 

remind everyone of our policy for cancellation of services. If we 

are to cancel any activities/worship, it will be posted on WDBJ7 

and WSLS10 at least one hour prior to the beginning of the ac-

tivity/worship and if you are a part of the One Call callout, you 

will receive a message through our One Call System. Ultimately, 

if you do not feel safe getting out, then simply do not come. 

Please remain safe and enjoy the God who creates winter wonderlands!  

UNITED METHDODIST WOMEN 

 Welcome Diana Hackett as your new president.  Let’s give your 100% support.  Also, 

welcome Barb Layman as the new secretary.  Let us all grow and go!!   Our next meeting is 

Monday, November 2, 2015.  Come share fellowship and refreshments. 

 December 14, 2015 will be our Christmas Party at Elneta’s.  Hopefully, we will have 

the bus running from the church for all those who wish to ride meet at the church at 

6:00.  The Secret Pal exchange will be done that evening.  Come share you favorite dish 

and loads of fun and fellowship.   

Cancellation Policy 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

As we approach the holiday-giving season, UMC #GivingTuesday is an opportunity to cele-

brate the spirit of cheerful Christian giving by making a donation through The Advance. 

On Dec. 1, United Methodists once again are invited to extend the spirit of giving thanks into 

the Advent season by participating in UMC #GivingTuesday. Every gift made online through The Ad-

vance at www.umcmission.org/give on Dec. 1, 2015 will be matched up to $1 million.* 

When you make an online donation on Dec. 1, you will “Activate Love. Transform Lives. Change 

the World.” Last year on UMC #GivingTuesday, United Methodists collectively raised $2.5 million 

online through The Advance. As always, when you give through The Advance, 100 percent of your 

gift directly supports the ministry you designate; overhead costs are covered through other chan-

nels. 

Please consider joining the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma-

tion of the world by putting love in action to change lives by making a generous gift on Dec. 1. Thank 

you so much! 

Grace and peace,  Rev. Joshua King 

#Giving Tuesday 
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RAMBLIN’ WITH JOYCE 

 Thanksgiving—Giving Thanks 

 We always think of November as Thanksgiving time, with it’s own special day!  A time to spend with fam-

ily and special friends.  A time to watch a good football game, cook, bake, and eat, eat EAT!  Is that what it’s all 

about?  Over the river and through the woods, to Grandmother’s house we go!  What a blessing, if we can, or if 

we ever could.  Memories for some of us. 

 But Giving Thanks is something we can do every day.  Thank God each morning if you can get out of bed.  

If you have a home to keep you dry, warm, or cool.  If you have food to nourish you, and family and friends who 

love and care for you. 

 How wealthy we are!   What about Sunday morning when you enter the doors of Red Valley Church, or 

wherever your church home is?  Do we not believe, “Surely the spirit of the Lord is in this place”?  And take it 

out into the world as we go,  We enter to worship, to learn, sing praises, fellowship with other Christians, cele-

brate our Lord.   

 This beautiful old hymn says it so well- “We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessings; He chastens 

and hastens His will to make known; the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing, sing praises to His name: 

He forgets not His own.  Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; 

so from the beginning the fight we were winning; Thou, Lord, wast at our side, All glory be Thine!  We all do ex-

tol Thee, Thou leader triumphant, and pray that Thou still our defender wilt be.  Let Thy congregation escape 

tribulation; Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!”   A Netherlands Folk Hymn (1626) 
 Blessings to you and yours.  If God is smiling on you, the frowns of others mean nothing.  God’s holy 
spirit leads us to provide a kindly word, a should to cry on, a note to encourage, a dish to nourish, or a heart to 
care.  These things  glorify Christ.    Blessings, Joyce 

METHODIST SOCIAL ACTION TRAINING EVENT 

Dates & Locations (By Cluster):   

Nov. 7  10:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

Farmville (Danville) Farmville UMC, 212 High St, Farmville, VA 23901 

Colonial Heights (Elizabeth River, James River, York River, Eastern Shore) Highland UMC, 125 E Westover Ave, Colonial 

Heights, VA 23834 

Fredericksburg (Richmond) Wright's Chapel, 8063 Ladysmith Rd, Ruther Glen, VA 22546 

Nov. 14  10:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

Woodbridge (Alexandria, Arlington, Winchester) St. Paul’s UMC, 1400 G St, Woodbridge, VA 22191 

Harrisonburg (Charlottesville, Harrisonburg, Staunton) Asbury UMC, 205 S Main St, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 

Lynchburg (Roanoke) Heritage UMC,582 Leesville Rd, Lynchburg, VA 24502 

Register by mail using this form or use this online registration link: http://www.vaumc.org/pages/events/2015-events/

socialaction101_11-7-15  

 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Address/Zip:________________________________________________________________ 

Email:______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Church:_____________________________________________________________________ 

District:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Delegate & Senator:___________________________________________________________ 

There is no charge for this event. Deadline to register is one week before the event. Registrar: Tammy Barton, 1246 Mill 

Stream Way, Chesapeake, VA 23239. 

Phone: (757) 274-7035.   Email: aunttamx13@yahoo.com 

Download a pdf file of information at this link: http://www.vaumc.org/ncfilerepository/Events/SocialAction101.pdf 

Note: UM Day at the General Assembly will be Thursday, February 4, 2016.     Page 10 
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FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 

 The first Red Valley Financial Peace University class has reached the halfway mark.  Ten family 

units are participating in the class, representing different age groups, working people, retired people, 

people with children (or not)…all sorts of people picking up tips on how to manage finances better and 

reach financial peace.  As Dave Ramsey says, to “live like no one else so you can live and give like no one 

else.” 

 Topics include:  preparing for emergencies, discussing financial matters with one’s spouse  or ac-

countability partner, cash flow planning, debt reduction and elimination, dealing with creditors, smart 

shopping and negotiating, understanding marketing, insurance, and investments, planning for retirement 

and college expenses, real estate and mortgages, and generous giving.  Whew!  That’s a lot of informa-

tion, and Dave presents it in an entertaining manner, but he is absolutely serious about delivering the 

message that you, too, can get beyond financial wor-

ries and reach that sense of peace.   The study is 

based on the Bible and is straightforward. There is 

homework each week to get you on your way toward a 

debt-free future.  The idea is to work on managing 

your money so that your money does not manage you. 

 We are looking forward to offering Financial 

Peace University again in the new  year.  Kellie Bon-

ner and I are serving as your coordinators for the 

initial course, and we are learning so much along with 

the members of the class and having fun, too.  If you 

have any questions about this course, please contact 

me, Barbara Carne, or Kellie Bonner.    

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
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Alvin & Jane Meador 11/12 

Frank & Pat Plunkett 11/19 

Bob & Charlotte Weinhold 11/23 

Zach & Samantha Brown 11/30 

Kent & Darlene Wheeler 12/16 

Jim & Becky Ellis 12/27 

Jeff Powell 11/1 

Keri Rock 11/1 

Jack Powell 11/15 

Jay Wynkoop 11/15 

Chrissa Kate Garber 11/19 

Jerry Dillon 11/22 

Diana Hackett 11/23 

Swanson Mitchell 11/23 

Toni Rinn 11/26 

Michael Buzzeo 12/3 

Emma Spichek 12/3 

Shaun Rinn 12/6 

Jessica Rock 12/7 

Dale Sumner 12/7 

Sam Walker 12/10 

Bill Almond 12/12 

Camryn Grant 12/13 

Kellie Powell 12/13 

Braylen Meador 12/17 

Darlene Wheeler 12/19 

Susan Cecil 12/20 

Bev Flowers 12/21 

J.J. Perry 12/21 

Ethan Powell 12/25 

Joe Saunders 12/29 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
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Hello Church Family! 
The church has purchased student bibles for the 
Children’s Sunday School room. If your child at-
tends Sunday School, with at least 70% atten-
dance from November 1st to the end of May, they 
will be presented a bible during a June church 
service. These bibles are very nice and we hope 

that many children will attend Sunday School to receive their bible in 
June. We are asking the church to consider donating to the bible fund, 
from which we purchased the student bibles. Please contact me if you 
are interested in sponsoring a bible.   Thank you!   Meagan Funck   

 Announcing Open Registration for the 2016 Lay Servant Academy (Feb. 26-28). We are 
excited to offer several new courses and mini-courses this year with an emphasis on equipping 
leaders and volunteers in our local churches. Register soon for best opportunity to get your first 
preference of class. LSA also offers inspiring worship, personal prayer space, and wonderful fel-
lowship with others who serve God and their local communities. 

  For detailed event and registration information, visit the Virginia Conference website at 
www.vaumc.org/LayServantTraining or go to Feb. 26, 2016 on the Conference Calendar at 
www.vaumc.org  

2016 Lay Servant Academy  
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December 11, 2015 

6:00pm 
Bring the whole family to enjoy a movie, popcorn 

and refreshments 

@ Red Valley UMC 

http://www.vaumc.org/LayServantTraining
http://www.vaumc.org


 Agenda Items for Council Meeting – Tuesday, Nov. 10 at 7 p.m. is the next 
council meeting.  In order to keep our congregation better informed of what will be dis-

cussed, we ask all chair persons to submit items for the agenda to Diana no later than 
Tues., Nov. 4.  If anyone has a particular item they want brought up at council, please 
notify the appropriate ministry head to get it placed on the agenda. If you are not sure 
who that is, please contact Pastor King or check the newsletter. The agenda will be 
placed in the bulletin, monthly, the Sunday prior to the council meeting (which is always 
the 2

nd
 Tuesday).  Voting on whether or not to approve the New Pentecost proposal will 

occur at the meeting on the 10
th
. Everyone is invited to attend any council meeting, but 

only committee chairs have voting privileges. 

 As Joyce stated in her UMW article, the next meeting is Monday, November 2, at 
7:00 p.m.  We would like to thank Joyce for her twenty plus years of serving as Presi-
dent of the UMW! She has done an outstanding job and we look forward to serving un-
der the guidance of Diana! We would also like to thank Lou Spencer for her twenty plus 
years of service as Treasurer of the UMW!  We always know to get our wallets out when 
Lou starts passing out those white envelopes!  And, Jenny Rocke, who has graciously 
served as V.P. for several years has decided to pass her position on to someone else.  
Elneta has willingly offered to serve as Treasurer (unless someone else wishes to) and 
we will need to elect a new V.P.  Please be in thought and prayer to help decide if you 
are the next V.P. of the UMW.  Again, thank you all for the years of dedicated service to 
this organization! 

 WORSHIP TEAM AND MINISTRY HEADS – Both committees must meet together 
immediately following the worship service on Sunday, Nov. 22. This will be a round-
table conversation to evaluate current practices and the possible need to modify certain 
areas.  It is recommended that you bring a bag lunch. 

 PLEASE HELP DECORATE – Also on Sunday, Nov. 22, immediately following the 
worship service, Trish needs help decorating the sanctuary for upcoming events.  She 
has the decorations, she just needs worker bees!  Please consider staying for just a little 
while. 

 DANVILLE DISTRICT CONFERENCE – Also on Sunday, Nov. 22 from 3 to 5 p.m. 
at Rocky Mount UMC; the 146

th
 session of this conference will feature Bishop Cho as 

the guest speaker. All are encouraged to attend to celebrate the ministries of the Dan-
ville District and offer praise and thanksgiving to God. 

 THANKSGIVING SERVICE – Also on Sunday, Nov. 22 @ 7 p.m. at Burnt Chim-

ney UMC; Pastor King will preach.  A special offering will be taken for The Henry Fork 
Center and Lisa Nichols, Executive Director, will be speaking about the Center. Yes, 
folks, Sunday, Nov. 22 is a very busy day; one in which you can worship God – all day - 
in such a variety of ways! 

    What’s going on ………                      by Beth Hathaway 
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 The lazy part of our fall season is about to abruptly leave us.  So hold on to your hats and fasten your belts.  Many of us will soon be over booked and over burdened with too many commitments on our time and our money.   
 Thanksgiving is about giving thanks and celebrating family.  But, the feelings of thanksgiving give way to frustration when we over invite people for dinner or we try to do all parts of the meal all by ourselves.  The feeling of family and unity multiply when every-one gets to participate in the planning and the preparation.  That way, the expenses of the day can also be shared so no one person has to over spend in order to provide the feast of the Thanksgiving meal.   

 It is equally important to remember those that are less fortunate than we during this season of abundance.  Take time to work in local soup kitchens, or donate food to organizations that distribute food to the needy.  Be aware of local needs.  Is there a widow or widower in your neighborhood that might enjoy having Thanksgiving dinner with your crazy and fun family.  Eating alone gets old, particularly on holidays.  Look for opportuni-ties to share your good fortune!   

 And, of course, once Thanksgiving is past, the race is on to get ready for Christ-mas.  The newspapers will be full of ads.  Our email will be crammed with ads.  We will all be inundated with the message, buy, buy, buy, and buy!  But, I say stop.  Christmas is not about buying and gift giving.  Christmas is a time to love, honor and worship our Savior.  It is a time to celebrate Jesus' birth and all that his presence means to us.  Just as it is impor-tant that we help those less fortunate in November, it is equally important that we share God’s gift of love and compassion in December too.  Our time and money will not be over committed if we focus on the real reason for the season of Christmas.  Celebrate the  
Season of Advent—anticipate the arrival of our best gift, and then give thanks to God for his gifts of love, mercy, and forgiveness.  That, my friends, is what Christmas is all about! 
Until next month, I am respectfully, Your Church Mouse 

Praise the Lord!  We had another successful fundraiser at the Lord’s Acre, which was held on October 17th.  

The day started slow but by the end of the day we had sold around 500 bags of pork rinds along with addi-

tional arts and crafts provided by our UMW group, my mother, Betty Miller, Vickie and several others.  We 

do not have the total amount of money that we made but this appears to be the best year yet!   
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