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RED VALLEY 

UMC 

MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR 

Greetings! 

   Happy New Year! Strange thing about the New Year is this is a time of the year many of us 

are thinking about how this New Year could be better than the last. It is a time for reflection of the previ-

ous year and all that happened, while yet making changes and hopes for a better year to come. As I looked 

back at my own goals for this past year, I found that in many I have succeeded, while yet I still have some 

work to do. Some goals are going to be on-going, while some have turned me in a different direction. I con-

tinue to hope for more time with my family and possibly exercise more. I have the added hopes for my fam-

ily as we are expecting an addition to the family in late March. I have succeeded in preparing my papers for 

the Board of Ordained ministry while yet I have the continued hopes for a change in my relationship to the 

conference as I will be interviewing for full membership and ordination in the Virginia Conference. 

 Beyond my own life, I also have hopes for Red Valley UMC. We set out at the beginning of this year 

with the hopes of growing in our mission strategy, “Called by God: to Learn, to Befriend, and to Send 

Forth.” One of the areas that we had hoped for growth was in our “Learn Groups”.  Beginning in January of 

2015 we had a total of seven small groups that met on a regular basis (2 Sunday School groups, a Men’s 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study, a Wednesday Alive study, a Covenant Friend Group, Singles Group, and a 

Prayer Shawl Ministry). Throughout this year we have been working on growing this ministry by listening to 

our congregation. And I am pleased to say the plans for 2016 will have many more opportunities for growth 

with a total of 15 small groups meeting on a regular basis. These groups will meet throughout the year with 

differing sizes and levels of commitment. To name them we will have a total of six Sunday School classes 
meeting on Sunday morning at 10:00 AM. That will include two children’s classes, one youth class, and three 

adult classes. Beyond our Sunday morning, we plan to have two Wednesday night classes. One will be a high 

level commitment class of Disciple 1 and the other will be a drop-in bible study. We plan to continue our 

Wednesday morning Men’s study at the Weinhold’s home, while yet adding an additional opportunity for a 

men’s study as a part of the men’s meeting each month.  It is a joy to announce that the continuation of the 

singles group, prayer shawl group, and our existing befriend group will continue to meet. And as we began 

this past fall, we are hopeful and expecting another great round of Financial Peace University. And finally, it 

is our hope to add a women’s lunch study in the New Year. With as small of a congregation as we have, 

there is plenty of opportunity this coming year to get involved in a study group and I would like to encour-

age you to take advantage of one or more of these groups in the coming year. It is my hope that through 

these small groups we may truly be a community of faith who grows in 2016 from grace upon grace and 

that we may be better equipped to go and make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world.  

              Grace and Peace,  

 

Rev. Joshua King 
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NEWSLETTER 



Wednesday Alive Update: 

Red Bird Mission Interest Meeting  

 Wednesday Alive will commence on Wednesday, January 6, 

2016, with dinner first and then bible study.  At this time, dinner 

will only be served on the first Wednesday of the month due 

to a shortage of cooking teams.  We are considering changing the 

time for dinner to 5:45 to allow for ample time for clean up be-

fore classes begin at 6:30.  Should anyone be interested in heading 

up a cooking team, we can add dinner to another Wednesday 

night!  Let me know if you are interested.  We look forward to 

you joining us on Wednesday for dinner.   

Mark Hathaway. 

On Sunday January 24, immediately following the service, we invite 

all that are interested in going to the Red Bird Mission in September 

2016. We have participated in this mission for two years now in con-

junction with members of Burnt Chimney UMC and each year we 

have doubled the participants from Red Valley!  Wouldn’t it be nice 

to double the Red Valley participants from last September?  Of 

course, this does cost money; so we need to discuss ideas on fund-

raising to help offset the cost per person. The cost per person is 

$375.00. Please bring a bag lunch and your fundraising ideas to 

this meeting.  See you there! 

Mark Hathaway, Missions Chair 

CANCELLATION POLICY 

As we turn the corner from fall to winter, I would simply like to 

remind everyone of our policy for cancellation of services. If we 

are to cancel any activities/worship, it will be posted on 

WDBJ7 and WSLS10 at least one hour prior to the begin-

ning of the activity/worship and if you are a part of the One Call callout, you will 

receive a message through our One Call System. Ultimately if you do not feel 

safe getting out, then simply do not come. Please remain safe and enjoy the God 

who creates winter wonderlands!  

If we died with Him, we shall also 
live with Him.  If we endure, we 

shall also reign with Him. 
2 Timothy 2:11-12 

You shall worship the Lord your 
God, and Him only you shall serve.   

Matthew 4:10 
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It shall come to 

pass that before 

they call, I will 

answer;  

And while they 

are still 

speaking, I will 

hear. 

Psalm 65:24 
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Human Relations Sunday – January 17, 2016 

Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of your town and you will find what Jesus 

called “the least of these.” Those living in the margins of society, struggling to survive. Peo-

ple like: 

 An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, being recruited by a local gang 

 A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock, Arkansas 

 An Oklahoma woman recently released from incarceration looking for work 

Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them. And that’s what we want to 

model as the people of The United Methodist Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus we 

established Human Relations Day as a Special Sunday that calls all of our churches to par-

ticipate in helping all God’s children to realize their potential. 

Equipping The United Methodist Church to Be the Church 

As a member of The United Methodist Church, your gift, on this day, allows the work of 

folks like Bruce and Becky Ballou to build relationships with those teens in Texas. Your gift 

allows Montey Payne to lead recovering addicts towards healing. And your gift helps Rev. 

Steve Burr find work for ex-offenders. This work, and hundreds of other ministries, are 

possible because you give. 

Will You Support the Ministry of Christ Among Those on the Margins? 

Will you continue to support Human Relations Day? Will you continue nurturing at-risk 

youth, strengthening communities’ self-improvement efforts and advocating for the op-

pressed? 

Rev. I Maliik Safir, whose church works with those gripped by addiction in Little Rock, 

sums up the work of Human Relations Day by recalling Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan: 

“to meet the poor, the disadvantaged and the underserved at the places where others have 

robbed them and help them to recover from the wounds of social inequality.” 

 

To find out more go to: http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/human-relations-day 

 

To Give: On January 17, 2016 use the provided envelopes in the bulletin that 

day to give your offering.  
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http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/human-relations-day


Ministry Heads 

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study 

-- the act by which we come to know we are       

    “Called by God”                                    

 

 All Christians are ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and each of us have a gift to share. Every Sun-

day, we as the collective body of Christ come together for worship. And while we worship, there are opportu-

nities for each of you to share your gifts and talents. If you feel called to serve in our Sunday morning worship, 

please contact our Ministry Heads and they will provide training and schedule you to serve.  

 

 

Liturgist Beth Hathaway (540) 890-6858 

Children’s Sermon/Church Darlene Wheeler (540) 427-1860 

Usher Mark Hathaway (540) 890-6858 

Communion Assistant Barb Layman (540) 719-0720 

Nursery Bonnie Ingram (540) 721-3130 

AV Tech Dale Sumner (540) 352-7292 

Acolyte Cindy Clay (540) 526-6927 

Counter Charlotte Weinhold (540) 493-6855 

Testimony Rev. Joshua King (703) 727-6589 

Have you ever wanted to just sit down and talk with others about what a Bible verse 

or story means to you?  Now you can.  Starting January 6 Kent Wheeler and I will hold a one

-hour, informal Bible study using the Serendipity Bible. 

The Serendipity Bible is designed with insightful questions for Bible verses and stories.  

In addition, Kent and I will share personal observations on what the verses and stories mean 

to us.  There will be no pre-session readings.  Passages may be random or appropriate for 

the Christian calendar such as Lent and Easter.   

If you do not have a personal Bible, we will have one for your 

use.  Until you want to, you will not be called upon to read, recite, or 

share your experiences.   

We welcome you to just come and experience the fellowship of 

studying the Bible with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 God Bless.  Bob and Kent I know that you can do all things, 
and that no purpose of yours can 

be thwarted 
Job 42:2 
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January 2016 Worship Servers  

Communion (Barb Layman, coord.):    Ushers (Mark Hathaway, coord.): 
1/3  Steve & Lou Spencer   1/3 Jenny & Ron Rocke 
1/10  Kellie Powell/Kent Wheeler  1/10 Maxene Dickerson/Mark Hathaway 
1/17  Charlotte & Bob Weinhold   1/17 Elneta Amicucci/Connie Dudley 
1/24  Kathy Meador/Barb Layman  1/24 Steve & Lou Spencer 
1/31  Connie Dudley/Beth Hathaway  1/31 Trish & Dwain Severs 
 
Liturgists (Beth Hathaway, coord.):   Counters (Charlotte Weinhold, coord.): 
1/3  Barb Layman     1/3 Elneta Amicucci/Darlene Wheeler 
1/10  Samantha Brown     1/10 Carol Ghaul/Connie Dudley 
1/17  Dwain Severs    1/17 Diana Hackett/Mary Bowman 
1/24  Beth Hathaway    1/24 Kellie Bonner/Mark Hathaway 
1/31  Kathy Meador    1/31 Beth Hathaway/Tony Fink 
 
Acolytes (Cindy Clay, coordinator):   Children’s Sermon 
1/3  Adrianna Bowman    1/3  Mary Bowman 
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please make every attempt to trade with someone, note 
it on this list and notify the appropriate coordinator. We have many opportunities to serve 
during Sunday morning worship – please see one of these coordinators or speak to Pas-
tor Josh if you’d like to try out your awesome talents!  

January & February Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Herb Altice 1/1 

Samantha Brown 2 

Hannah Juarez 7 

Joyce Almond 8 

Meagan Funck 9 

Robert Buzzeo 10 

Parker Allen King 11 

Barbara Carne 14 

Matt DeBord 16 

Joshua Saunders 16 

Mark Grant 17 

Vickie Miller 21 

Shane Clay 25 

Jonathan Montgomery 25 

Steve Spencer 25 

Mary Hardt 26 

Jackie King 30 

Adonna Lemon 2/2 

Shaina Smith 2 

Sterling Spencer 2 

Al Cupp 6 

Susanna Helms 6 

Pam Buzzeo 9 

Frank (Dad) Back 12 

Bev Thornton 12 

Ruth Hartsel 14 

Tabitha Lemon 17 

Dan Burks 20 

Kasey Meador 21 

Abigail Clay 25 

Pat Stuppy 25 

Brittany Back 28 

Ed Gorski 21 

BIRTHDAYS 

Woody & Bev Flowers 1/29 

ANNIVERSARIES 

James & Linda DeBord 2/1 

Bill & Sandra Richardson 2/18 

UPDATE TO YOUR DIRECTORY 

Ed & Janet Gorski 

80 Surbee Drive 

Moneta, VA 24121 

 

Ed Gorski cell: 703-727-9632 

Ed's birthday:  Feb 21 

 

Janet's cell:  703-727-9631 

Janet's birthday:  May 17 

Anniversary:  July 26 



Potato Chips  

 Take 60 seconds to read this story. It will give you time to settle your brain.  Gather your 
thoughts, calm down and finish your week off on a positive note.  
 A little boy wanted to meet God. He knew it was a long trip to where God lived, so he packed 
his suitcase with a bag of potato chips and a six-pack of root beer and started his journey.  
 When he had gone about three blocks, he met an old man. He was sitting in the park, just 
staring at some pigeons. The boy sat down next to him and opened his suitcase. He was about to 
take a drink from his root beer when he noticed that the old man looked hungry, so he offered him 
some chips. He gratefully accepted it and smiled at him.  
 His smile was so pretty that the boy wanted to see it again, so he offered him a root beer. 
Again, he smiled at him. The boy was delighted! They sat there all  afternoon eating and smiling, but 
they never said a word...  
 As twilight approached, the boy realized how tired he was and he got up to leave;  But before 
he had gone more than a few steps, he turned around, ran back to the  old man, and gave him a 
hug. He gave him his biggest smile ever...  
 When the boy opened the door to his own house a short time later, his mother was surprised 
by the look of joy on his face. She asked him, "What did you do today that made you so happy?"  
 He replied, "I had lunch with God." But before his mother could respond, he added, "You 
know what? He's got the most beautiful smile I've ever seen!"  
 Meanwhile, the old man, also radiant with joy, returned to his home. His son was stunned by 
the look of peace on his face and he asked, "Dad, what did you do today that made you so 
happy?" He replied "I ate potato chips in the park with God." However, before his son responded, he 
added, "You know, he's much younger than I expected."  
 Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an 
honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around. 
People come into our lives for a reason, a season, or a lifetime!   
 Embrace all equally! Have lunch with God.......bring chips.  
God still sits on the throne. You may be going through a tough time right now but God’s getting 
ready to bless you in a way that only He can. Keep the faith!   
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Children’s Sunday School Information 
Who: ALL Children and Youth 

What: Sunday School! 

When: Every Sunday from 10:00am - 10:45am 

Where: Preschool Class meets in the Nursery, the Elementary Class meets at the top of 

the ramp on the right and the Youth Class which will study Credo for confirmation 

meets in the back classroom next to the choir room. Signs will be posted on doors so 

you know where each class is meeting! 

Why: To learn about Jesus! We can’t wait to see you in Sunday School! ☺ 
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 TIME CHANGE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL & CHURCH SERVICE – Effec-

tive Sunday, January 3, 2016, Sunday School (different studies are being offered for all 
ages) will begin at 10 a.m.  The worship service will begin at 11 a.m.  

 U.M.W. – All women are invited to attend the first meeting of the year at 7 pm on Mon-
day, Jan. 4, at the church. If you cannot drive at night and wish to attend, please call Beth 

Hathaway at 314-3673.  Thank you to Elneta for hosting such a grand gala at her home for 
the UMW end of year celebration! We all had a wonderful time and appreciate your beauti-
ful Christmas decorations and never ending graciousness. 

 SPRC Meeting – Tuesday, January 5 at 6 p.m. 

 Finance Committee Meeting-  Tuesday, January 5 at 7:15 p.m. 

 Wednesday Alive – Wed., Jan. 6 at 6 p.m. Come for a meal and your choice of 
bible study to follow at 6:30.  Please note, the meal will only be served on the first 
Wednesday of each month. 

 Council Meeting – Tuesday, Jan. 12 at 7 p.m. is the next council meeting. Chair 

persons please submit agenda items to Kellie Bonner no later than 12 noon on Wed., Jan. 
6; kbonner1027@gmail.com.  If anyone has a particular item they want brought up at coun-
cil, please notify the appropriate ministry head to get it placed on the agenda. The agenda 
will be inserted into the bulletin the Sunday prior to the council meeting (always the 2

nd
 

Tuesday). Everyone is invited, and encouraged, to attend the council meeting, but only 
committee chairs have voting privileges. 

 U.S.D.A. – January 12 & 26. 

 CHRISTMAS ANGELS – Thank you everyone who participated in purchasing gifts to 

put smiles on the faces of nine area families who were in need. Red Valley always shows 
where their hearts are when it comes to this mission. 

 MOVIE NIGHT – We hosted a successful movie night Dec. 11 and had several children 

and families attend. Thank you to all who helped with the food and organization of this 
event.  Looking forward to another in the spring! 

 FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY – A nine week study attended by nine family units 

and facilitated by Kellie Bonner and Barbara Carne culminated just prior to Thanksgiving.  
It is a course initiated by Dave Ramsey, an American financial author, radio host, televi-
sion personality, and motivational speaker. His show and writings strongly focus on en-
couraging people to get out of debt. In addition to Dave’s videos, Kellie and Barbara did a 
fantastic job overseeing this weekly class and making it ever so interesting. Total debt 
paid off was about $40,000 between all attendees. Dave’s motto is "Live like no one else 
so later you live and give like no one else." Bob and Charlotte Weinhold (as well as all 
other attendees) recommend this class not only to baby boomers like them, but especially 
the younger generation. Most in the class wish we had taken it 30 years ago!  Another 
class may be offered in the upcoming months. If you are interested, please let Pastor King 
know. 

    What’s going on ……             by Beth Hathaway 

mailto:kbonner1027@gmail.com


NEEDING EACH OTHER 
 We cannot grow alone.  We are all interconnected, and we need one another.  We grow only as 

each part does its work. 

 Jesus Himself needed the extended family of believers to fill in a gap for Him.  As He hung on the 

crow in agony, knowing His death was close, He looked out into the crowd and saw His beloved mother.  

His pain in seeing her pain must have been overwhelming.  With a broken heart and eyes filled with tears, He 

gazed tenderly at her.  And then He saw the disciple whom He loved standing nearby. 

 Jesus said to His mother, “Dear woman, here is your son”, and to the disciple, “Here is your 

mother.”  From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 John, Jesus’ beloved disciple, became a son in Mary’s extended family.  He filled the gap that Jesus left 

when He died.  Yes, God created us to live in a family.  And it is good.  By: Susan Yates-A house Full of Friends 
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 PASTOR ON VACATION – Pastor King will be on vacation beginning Monday, Decem-

ber 28.  He returns to work on Monday, January 4.  Please contact Dwain Severs at 
540/521-1329 or Diana Hackett at 540/330-9926 in the pastor’s absence. 

 RE-STOCKING OUR FOOD PANTRY – Another reminder that Red Valley’s food pan-

try is in dire need of replenishment.  It is used as a supplement for families in the USDA 
program. Please think about them every time you shop and pick up an extra can of tuna, 
veggies, beans, and soup – only non-perishable items. Please check the use by dates as 
we cannot accept expired items.  Thank you for helping with this ministry. 

 PLEASE HELP – We are always hoping for more volunteers to help with all areas of our 

Sunday morning worship services. In particular, two areas of service with the greatest need 
right now would be Audio/Visual Technician and Children’s Sermon/Children’s Church. 
Perhaps you have a middle aged child or teenager who may like to handle the A/V part of 
our service? If you, or someone you know would like more information or would like to vol-
unteer to help with the A/V component of the service, please contact Dale Sumner at 352-
7292.  If you have an interest in either delivering the children’s sermon once in a while or in 
helping with children’s church, please contact Darlene Wheeler at 427-1860. It takes many 
volunteers to keep things going smoothly and your consideration is greatly appreciated.  

 WORSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING-Tuesday, January 26 at 7 p.m. 

 JUST A REMINDER – Ministry Heads – please remember to fill in the schedule in Sign

-up Genius in a timely manner; at least stay one month ahead. We are now posting it 
monthly in the newsletter and posting it on the bulletin board across from the Pastor’s office 
for a quick reference and in case changes need to be made. 

 Have news to share?  Information that needs to get passed on?  Please give me a call 
at 314-3673 and I’ll help you get it into our newsletter for all to see!  I encourage chair per-
sons of all committees and missions to please be proactive in keeping our congregation in-
formed. Please do not rely on me to remember everything that needs to be published. This 
is YOUR NEWSLETTER.  It is a vessel used to unite this church family by keeping every-
one informed of the many activities, classes/studies, missions that go on here. 

    What’s going on …… cont’d.       by Beth Hathaway 



RAMBLIN’ WITH JOYCE  -  JANUARY 2016 

 WOW! - I’m seeing a new number!  The old one has slipped on by—the number and 
the year.  Did you accomplish everything you vowed to at the beginning of 2015?  Or are you 
thinking it was a mistake—nothing turned out as you had planned.  Maybe not a mistake, but 
a new opportunity!   I recently thought of the words of an old song:   “You’ve got to accentu-
ate the positive, eliminate the negative.  Latch on to the affirmative.  But don’t mess with 
Mr. Inbetween.”   
 I guess “Mr. Inbetween” is different for each of us.  Maybe it’s a choice to try some-
thing new.  Get more involved in a new project.  Say yes to an opportunity made available.  
A new door open for you.  You just need to walk through it.   
 Come to Sunday School-you really can learn a lot.  Attend a Bible study.  It really is 
time well spent.  Or offer to serve God in some capacity.  Pastor Josh can guide you into 
new fields—and also walk beside you as he walks with our Lord. 
 And yes—don’t forget the importance of prayer.  It is our lifeline to God.  Can we get 
along without it?  Of course, but we may find ourselves confused and overwhelmed.  Two 
negatives we may wish to eliminate!  If we get into the habit of prayer (a good habit) we have 
peace of mind to head off destructive feelings before they snowball.   
 We need to remember our need of spiritual nourishment and refreshment.  Our hearts 
and minds can feel weary and worn from dealing with the “stuff” of life.  Connecting with God 
through prayer brings spiritual renewal—like a shower for our soul and a meal for our spirit.  
Daily prayer does not have to involve a very large time commitment—some days just a few 
meaningful moments in prayer.  The important thing is to make a daily appointment for 
prayer and keep this appointment.  Only one lapse may lead to many other, thus damaging 
our lifeline to God.  This payer lifeline can help us balance career, family and “me-time” with 
God’s time.  Remembering that all time is God’s gift to us.  Everyday think of these things.  
Today I’m old than I’ve ever been, and younger than I’ll ever be.  Blessings-Happy 2016 
           Joyce Almond 

 KROGER REGISTRATION 

 

We are trying to get more active on the Kroger rewards this year.  So 

Please sign up on line or at the store.    The church is registered so you 

can sign in with your card.   We were collecting over a thousand dollars 

a year but they have redone the whole system and now we are not 

getting as much.   A young lady said our folks without computers could 

call this number [1-866-221-4141] to get reestablished with Red Val-

ley's account.  It might be just easier to call than going through all the 

computer registrations, especially if you are unsure as to how to regis-

ter. 

Thanks Everyone For Your Help! 

tel:%5B1-866-221-4141


Adult Sunday School Information 
Who: ALL Adults 

What: Sunday School! 

When: Every Sunday from 10:00am - 10:45am 

Where: Upper Room with Bob will meet in the Adult Sunday School Room, Studying the Bible 

with Connie will meet in the Choir Room, and Advocate with Zach, Samantha, and Meagan 

will meet in the Pastor’s office. The Upper Room with Bob will remain the same, following the 

Upper Room guide as done previously. Studying the Bible with Connie will concentrate on the 

Bible beginning with Genesis. The Advocate class with Zach, Samantha, and Meagan will be 

using the Advocate newsletter (each person in the group will need to purchase a subscription 

to the Advocate- $15 for a year) to read and discuss religious articles from the Advocate. If 

you aren’t sure which class is the right fit for you, please visit them all and see which is best 

for you! Also, if you have further questions about the class, please talk to one of the group 

leaders or Pastor Josh. Signs will be posted on doors so you know where each class is meeting! 

Why: To learn! We can’t wait to see you in Sunday School! ☺ 

MEET MARY JULIA WAID (TO US MARY HARDT) 
 Life began for Mary on January 26, 1923.  Fifth child of Lewis and Mary Julia Burroughs Waid.  Wow! 

Another girl! Sister Alice, 15 months her senior and Mary were best buddies.  At a young age, Alice endeav-

ored to pick-up chubby Mary and fell backwards underneath her.  This knocked the breath out of Alice and 

scared the family, fearing the worst.  However, they were O.K.! ☺ 

 Between ages 2 and 3 a new baby sister joined their family.  Sadly, she did not survive.  Seeing the 

baby in the casket, she looked like a beautiful doll.  Knowing no better, they removed her body and played 

with their new “doll”.  Just one more adventure for Alice and Mary.   

 Things were becoming a little crowded in the Waid household, with 5 children and their parents and 

grandparents.  Mary’s grandparents chose to build a 4 room cottage on the farm.  When finished, four year 

old Mary and her older brother moved with the grandparents to the cottage.   

 When school-time came, Mary went to a one-room school, having 7 grades.  After 3 years at West-

ern Light, the students were bused to Moneta.  In 1940, Mary graduated from high school and then onto 

Lewis Gale Hospital for nurses training in 1941.  Upon completion, Mary became an operating room scrub 

nurse, then moved up to an O.R. supervisor.   

 In these  years, the love of Mary’s life arrived.  His name was Charlie Hardt.  They married on Mary 

15, 1947.  Soon their home was filled with two sons and a daughter.  Mary was a stay-at-home mother and 

Charlie’s job had them living many places.  Home was Richmond for 2 years, North Carolina for 2 years, 

Georgia for 8 years, Mississippi for 8 years, then back to Virginia for retirement.  Mary chose a refresher 

course at Lewis Gale and worked four years at Friendship Manor before her retirement.  Soon after, Charlie 

was stricken with cancer and died in May 1986.  Mary’s health was good until her mid 80’s.  Remember all 

the “milk jugs” Mary washed for our food ministry at Red Valley and all those cookies she baked for VBS.  

Now Mary’s home is The Terrace-Beth Sholom at 1049 College Park Blvd., Virginia Beach, VA 23464.  She’d 

love a card fro her birthday.  Thanks Mary for all that you have done for us.  We love and remember you. 

By Joyce Almond 



 

  Lay Servant Academy  

February 26-28, 2016  
Blackstone Conference and Retreat Center  

 

The Lay Servant Academy is about equipping Laity (those who are not clergy) to carry out 
the mission of the church. “The mission of the Virginia Annual Conference is to make dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by equipping its local churches 
for ministry and by providing a connection for ministry beyond the local church; all to the 
glory of God.”  

All of the courses are open to anyone who would like to take one. Each course is de-
signed to help those serving the local church learn more about leadership, personal faith 
development, and a deeper understanding of the United Methodist church.  

Lay Servant Ministries offers two avenues of recognition and training that go beyond the 
local church. Many of the courses offered this year will support those who are seeking to 
become Certified Lay Servants and Lay Speakers.  
 

You may register for the Academy on the VA Conference website at 
http://www.vaumc.org/LayServantTraining or complete the form at the end of this bro-
chure and mail it to BCRC with a check.  
 

Registration Contact: Cyndi Vanzant CyndiVanzant@vumac.org (434)292-5308 Other 
Questions: Beth Christian bethchristian@vaumc.org (804) 347-5999  
 

For more information about Lay Servant Ministries in general please contact your district 
lay servant director at http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=807  

 

More information will be posted on the bulletin board across from the Pastor’s office. 



 

Church Mouse 
Happy New Year!  Beat Wishes for a wonderful 

2016! 
 I am so looking forward to Red Valley’s activities in the 
coming year.  A new year is just like a present.  It is full of sur-
prises waiting to be discovered.  And these surprises will be un-
wrapped and delivered as the year progresses.  We will have a 
new small group study beginning on Wednesday evenings.  Bob 
Weinhold and Kent Wheeler will be our leaders.  Our Pastor will 
be leading our Disciples I class.   Our Wednesday Alive evenings 
will be a little different than we have experienced in previous 
years.  Our Sunday School and Worship times are going to be at 
ten and eleven o’clock respectively.   Our Bible School curricu-
lum will be new.  I am certain we’ll have some baptisms, maybe a 
marriage or two and visitors entering our front door that decide 
to become new members.   See, each new day of the New Year 
will be a gift, surprising us with new possibilities and God’s 
blessings.  How wonderful!   
 Before I leave 2015, I must say that being your church 
mouse has again been a privilege.  The choir presented a won-
derful selection of music Sunday evening, December 20th.  The 
chimes were dusted off, and played both during our Sunday 
morning church service and again Sunday evening.  It is such a 
treat to hear the ringing of the chimes.  It takes many people par-
ticipating in the chimes choir in order to make sure all of the mu-
sical notes in a song are played.  I was privileged to be able to 
hear their rehearsals and then the final performance Sunday eve-
ning.  I drifted off to sleep many nights remembering their lovely 
tunes.  Thank you Choir.  Your gift of music makes me so very 
happy.   
 Joyce Almond had a rip-snorten head cold and was unable 
to sing Sunday evening.   Meghan Funck surprised us all when 
she sang Joyce’s solo part.  The cat’s out of the bag, Meghan.  
You were fantastic, and we’ll be looking forward to hear you 
again really soon, I hope!   Tim and Lucas Wheeler sang a beau-
tiful duet called “We Didn’t Know Who You Was, Baby Jesus.”  
It is an old Negro spiritual, very poignant and oh, sung so beau-
tifully.  Thank you Tim and Lucas.  I hope Jeannie can find an-
other opportunity to showcase your talent soon.  To all the other 
choir members, the entire evening was just perfect.  I witnessed 
how hard you worked to prepare your program. Red Valley is so, 
so lucky to have Jeannie’s expertise and your participation!  Eve-
ryone who came was truly blessed.  Thank you, Thank you, 
Thank you!   
 December has been a wonderful month, full of good cheer 
and well wishes.  Let us all enter the New Year with same happi-
ness and optimism, sharing God’s love with all.  
 Until next month, I am respectfully, Your Church Mouse 
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