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"When we think we have Jesus all figured out, when we believe we have chosen the "correct side," Jesus 

moves on us and declares it's not about choosing a side or winning an argument. It's about love on 

display, no matter who you are or who is in need." -Down to Earth, Pg. 32 

 As we prepare for the coming of Christmas, our Advent Study this year focuses on God coming 

Down to Earth. The ar r ival of God in the form of Jesus is one of the greatest theological myster -

ies and yet it is also one of the greatest graces of God known to humanity. Rachel Billups, in a video 

from our first lesson, reminded us that Jesus was more interested in teaching us how to love than how 

to be right. She calls to mind how it is often during the holidays of Thanksgiving and Christmas that 

we get together amongst family, and this is a wonderful thing. But it is also at family gatherings that 

many arguments tend to arise. It is with those whom we are closest that we tend to discuss those 

things that really matter, and yet are really divisive.  

 My own family is no different. In fact, my family can be extremely divisive when it comes to 

politics and, yes, even religion. From a family of five (two parents and three sons), three of us are pas-

tors and seminary educated, a mother who is Roman Catholic, and a brother who does not attend 

church. Each of the three pastors are even United Methodist. However, when it comes to conversation 

about our beliefs, they vary in many ways. And in the King household, it can become intense at times. 

But here’s the greatest part about my family. Though deeply divided, we demonstrate an intense love 

and understanding of one another. Though we know we do not agree on some very foundational lev-

els, our love stems from Jesus who is the Lord of our lives.  

 Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, teaches his disciples, “I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this every-

one will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” -John 13:34-35. Jesus’ 

birth is a miraculous event in the history of the world. But even more miraculous is that Jesus, God in 

the flesh, comes and teaches us what it means to be a follower of God’s ways, and God’s ways are to 

love. This Christmas season, as you gather with your friends and your family, as “those” conversa-

tions come up, I want to encourage you to remember to be Christ-like to all you come into contact 

with, even more so among your own families.  

Grace and Peace,  

       
      Rev. Joshua King 

Sermons recorded online at: http://www.RevJoshuaKing.com  
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Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,  

http://www.RevJoshuaKing.com


 How quickly we have left the month of November with it’s special opportunities of thanks.  For 

we truly do have so much to be thankful for!   

 For example, in December we celebrate the greatest gift.  When God the Father chose to come 

into the world encased in human skin, facing all the challenges and joys that we do.  He called Himself 

Jesus the Christ—only Son.  Second member of the Holy Trinity.  And what a journey He shared with 

us, from the manger to the Cross.  Mostly not understood or appreciated.  He was mocked and scoffed at, 

and yet loved and nurtured by His earthly parent, not royalty, but average, hard working commoners.  

Learning the skills of a carpenter, while leading and teaching.  Preparing his disciples to spread the gos-

pel.  All the while knowing the humiliation and pain of crucifixion.  Then the glory of His resurrection  

and ascention back to where it all began.  What more could He do to reach us?  We are told to pass it on.  

How well do we do that?  Maybe we’re not good at speaking His Love—but we can learn to live His 

Love all ways.  Not easy, but doable.  Blessings as  you join the journey, Joyce Almond 

Chrismon Tree Christmas Eve Service 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 You may ask “What is it?”  It was started as a mission outreach of our church in the early 2000’s, 

while Pastor Elizabeth was here.  I have assisted from the beginning with Pastors Patricia, Jim and Josh.  

The calls for help are many.  Needs of monetary help with rent, electricity, heating fuel, auto fuel, motel 

rooms, medications and more.  Perhaps because of job losses, accidents, illnesses, family breakups, or 

some other tradjic occurrence.  We are known as a church with a heart.  One who cares and shares. 

 We can only do for others if the funds are available and there.  How very much we are doing in 

the “Change for Children” each Sunday.  Thank You!  So think about giving up a special treat each week 

and place the money saved onto the altar rail as you join our Lord in Communion each Sunday.  These 

little sacrifices from you can grow into something beautiful.  Blessings, Joyce Almond 

The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace. 
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December 24 at 7:00 PM 
  Come and join us for our Christmas Eve service as we gather in worship to 

sing, to hear the stories of Jesus as explained through the ornaments of our 

Chrismon Tree, and to give thanks for God’s mighty gift in Jesus Christ.  This 

service is original to Red Valley UMC as your pastor and the worship team 

designed it with the leading of the Holy Spirit. Following the worship service, 

we will conclude by decorating the Chrismon tree together.  
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THE HERMITAGE 
 INVITES YOU TO 

A WINTER  

WONDERLAND! 

Tuesday, December 6  

3 to 6 pm 
Come see all the beautiful holiday 

lights and decorations while sup-

porting Toys For Tots!  We en-

courage you to bring new un-

wrapped toy donations to this 

event. Enjoy light refreshments 

(including a chocolate fountain), 

Christmas music, and bring the kids 

to enjoy a photo opportunity with Santa and his Elves! 

1009 Old Country Club Road – Roanoke – 24017  /767-6800 

 

Anyone wishing to drive on your own please park across the street and 

take the Hermitage shuttle bus to the Hermitage. 

Beth Hathaway 

I’d like to get enough people interested so we can take church bus.  I 

will pass around a sign-up sheet Sunday and I encourage those of you 

who are interested to give me a call @ 314-3673.  The Christmas 

trees (14 in all, I believe) were decorated by the ladies from the Her-

mitage Guild and THEY ARE BEAUTIFUL!  The Hermitage is a 100 

year old home that is now an assisted living facility.  It also has apart-

ments on the property of ten acres for independent living.  The Her-

mitage is owned and operated by Virginia United Methodist Homes, 

Inc. based in Richmond and it is where I work.  It’s a beautiful place 

all the time, but especially now during this holiday season. 



December 24 – We will take up an offering for this 
amazing ministry.  

In the month of December United Methodist Church-

es around the Virginia Conference are taking up a 

special offering for the United Methodist Family Ser-

vices (UMFS). UMFS is a nonprofit agency that pro-

vides a comprehensive array of programs to meet the 

needs of high-risk children and parents to enable them to overcome chal-

lenging circumstances and succeed. A national leader in helping children, 

we also proactively identify unmet social service needs throughout Virgin-

ia and develop appropriate partnerships to address them. The services 

they provide include: foster care and adoption, residential treatment, spe-

cialized education, and many community based services. For more in-

formation check out their website at http://www.umfs.org   

Ministry Heads 
 

 

 the act by which we come to know we are                                             

“Called by God” 

 

All Christians are ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and each of us have a gift to share. 
Every Sunday, we as the collective body of Christ come together for worship. And while we worship, 
there are opportunities for each of you to share your gifts and talents. If you feel called to serve in 
our Sunday morning worship, please contact our Ministry Heads and they will provide training and 
schedule you to serve.  
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My God will meet all 

your needs according to 

his glorious riches in 

Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:19 

 

SPECIAL OFFERING OPPORTUNITY 
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Liturgist Beth Hathaway (540) 314-3673 

Children’s Sermon/Church Darlene Wheeler (540) 427-1860 

Usher Mark Hathaway (540) 354-7999 

Communion Assistant Barb Layman (540) 719-0720 

Nursery Bonnie Ingram (540) 721-3130 

AV Tech Dale Sumner (540) 352-7292 

Acolyte Cindy Clay (540) 526-6927 

Counter Charlotte Weinhold (540) 493-6855 

Testimony Rev. Joshua King (703) 727-6589 

http://www.umfs.org


 
 
 
 

Ushers (Mark Hathaway, coordinator): 
12/4  Trish & Dwain Severs 
12/11  Mary Bowman / Maxene Dickerson 
12/18  Ron & Jenny Rocke 
12/25  Mark Hathaway / Taylor Hathaway 
 
Liturgists (Beth Hathaway, coordinator): 
12/4  Barb Layman 
12/11  Joyce Almond  
12/18  Kathy Meador 
12/25  Beth Hathaway 
 
Acolytes (Cindy Clay, coordinator) 
12/4  Jack Powell / Ethan Powell 
12/11  Trenton Gills / Ginny Gills 
12/18  Michelle Boyarsky / 
12/25  Parker King /  
 
Children’s Sermon/Children’s Church (Darlene Wheeler, coordinator) 
 
Audio/Visual (Dale Sumner, coordinator)   
 
Communion Servers (Barb Layman, coordinator):  
12/4  Kellie Powell / Mary Bowman 
12/11  Trish & Dwain Severs 
12/18  Michelle Boyarsky / Shayna Boyarsky 
12/25  Barb Layman / Kent Wheeler 
 
Counters (Charlotte Weinhold, coordinator): 
12/4  Beth Hathaway / Jane Meador 
12/11  Kellie Bonner / Mark Hathaway 
12/18  Connie Dudley / Carol Ghaul 
12/25  Diana Hackett / Darlene Wheeler 
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please make every attempt to trade with someone, note it on the list on 

the bulletin board outside the church office and notify the appropriate coordinator. Thanks! 

THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 
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December 2016 Worship Servers  
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 The song’s gifts are hidden meanings to the teachings of our faith.  The true 
love” refers to God Himself.  The “me” who receives the presents refers to each bap-
tized person.  The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  The other 
symbols mean the following: (2) Turtle Doves=The Old & New Testaments, (3) French 
Hens=Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological Virtues, (4) Calling Birds=the Four 
Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists, (5) Gold Rings=The first 5 books of the Old Tes-
tament, the Pentateuch, which gives the history of man’s fall from grace, (6) Geese A-
laying=the six days of creation, (7) Swans A-swimming=the seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, the seven Catholic sacraments, (8) Maids A-milking=the eight beatitudes, (9) 
Ladies Dancing=the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit, (10) Lords A=leaping=the ten com-
mandments, (11) Pipers Piping=the eleven faithful apostles, (12) Drummers Drum-
ming=the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed. 



And a servant of the Lord must not quar-

rel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 

patient. 

2 Timothy 1 8-9 

A NEW CLASS ….. Called by God … to Learn! 
 

As I mentioned in Church last week, I am thinking of offering an Adult Sunday School class 

using the following book: 

 

This We Believe: The Core of Wesleyan Faith and Practice by Bishop William H. Willimon 

 

For John Wesley, the Bible is the joyfully consistent testimony of God’s never-ending grace 

and ever-seeking love. Likewise, studying the Bible is more than merely knowing what 

Scripture says; it is also about living every day as a child of God. 

 

Beginning with the Core Tenets of John Wesley, Bishop William Willimon systematically 

lays out key Wesleyan concepts of faith so that you will have a fresh way to hear God’s 

voice, share in God’s grace, and become more like Jesus Christ. 

 

The Core Tenets that the book explores are: 

 

We Believe in One God-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

We Believe in Jesus Christ and His Reign 

We Believe in the Work of the Holy Spirit 

We Believe in the Guidance of Scripture 

We Believe in Salvation of Sinners 

We Believe in Christian Work and Witness 

We Believe in the Gift of the Church 

 

I am suggesting that we use this book as an eight-week Adult Sunday School class beginning 

on Sunday, January 8,  2017. The class time would be 10 a.m. to 10:45 a.m. Please let me 

know if you would be interested in being a part of this class. I will be circulating a Sign-Up 

Sheet so we can order the books. 

Thanks!     Ed Gorski - 703-727-9632. 

LOOKING FOR LAUGHTER AND JOY 
 We can learn to look for laughter and joy in the many ordinary 
places where we go.  When I go to our LaHabra post office in the 
morning, the cement on the sidewalk outside is just plain blah gray  
But if I go in the afternoon, when the sun hits it, the cement sparkles 
with a million transient diamonds!  So, I usually go in the afternoon, 
looking for the joy that can bounce off that cement right into my life, to 
remind me of the sparkles all around us, if we are willing to look for 
them.  
 But I repeat, you have to LOOK for the joy.  Look for the light 
of God that is hitting your life, and you will find sparkles you didn’t 
know were there.   
 Barbara Johnson, Stick a Geranium in Your Hat and Be Happy 
 

tel:(703)%20727-9632


 I’m not sure if everyone knows, but Tabitha is an avid Spar-
tan racer!  What is a Spartan race you ask?  It is a race of 
strength and endurance - with lots of obstacles.  The races vary 
from lengths of 5K (which they call a sprint) or even longer (those 
are called beasts).  Tabitha’s longest race was over 13 
miles!  That was in New Jersey and it took her 8 hours!  Just 
thinking about that makes me tired!  She even broke her ankle in 
a race.  She has been involved with the Spartan racing for over a 
year now and has countless medals.  Jacob participated in his 
first Spartan race with his sister at Fort Bragg in September.  He 
was quite exhausted, but said that he would definitely do it 
again!   With Tabitha’s busy schedule attending James Madison 
University and still working full time, she values the comradery 
with the other racers that she has met along the way.    
 Jacob has continued with excellence in his education by 
making the Principal’s list for this past grading period.  He is challenging himself by 
taking pre-AP courses in his freshman year of high school.  He has made straight A’s 
on every grading period except two since he started middle school in 2013!   
 I am very proud of both of my children!  God blesses us in so many ways, but 
for me, my children are a constant reminder of that!    Adonna Lemon 

THE LEMON STORY 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
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Michael Buzzeo 3 

Emma Spichek 3 

Shaun Rinn 6 

Jessica Rock 7 

Dale Sumner 7 

Sam Walker 10 

Bill Almond 12 

Camryn Grant 13 

Kellie Powell 13 

  

Braylen Meador 17 

Darlene Wheeler 19 

Susan Cecil 20 

Bev Flowers 21 

J.J. Perry 21 

Ethan Powell 25 

Joe Saunders 29 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Herb Altice 1 

Samantha Brown 2 

Hannah Juarez 7 

Joyce Almond 8 

Meagan Funck 9 

Robert Buzzeo 10 

Parker Allen King 11 

Barbara Carne 14 

Matt DeBord 16 

Joshua Saunders 16 

Mark Grant 17 

Vickie Miller 21 

Shane Clay 25 

Jonathan Montgomery 25 

Steve Spencer 25 

Mary Hardt 26 

Jackie King 30 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Kent & Darlene Wheeler 16 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Woody & Bev Flowers 29 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 



November 21, 2016 

The life of Maude Gay Keaton Plunkett – as told by daughter-in-law, Pat Plunkett.  I sat 

down with her today and asked her about her life. I said “Is there anything you regret or wish 

to change?” She said “nothing”.  At age 94 she has vascular dementia but remembers some 

things from her past. She was born on August 2, 1922 in Patrick County, VA, to Euell Jasper 

and Causie Elizabeth Henrietta Jane Sawyer Keaton. (Look at that name – would you?)  Gay is 

the third of four children and is the last living of her siblings.  

They moved to Big Lick, Roanoke, VA when Gay was a child. They moved all around 

Roanoke for her dad to find work. They settled on Hollins Road. He worked at Johnson Carper 

Inc. (the old Singer Inc.)  They had a small white house on Hollins Road beside Tinker Creek. 

The children loved to play in the creek – even though Gay never liked water and never learned 

to swim.  Gay told me that her mother, her two sisters and she were hit by a drunken driver on 

that road as they walked to Palmer’s Park to a dance hall there.  Gay was hurt the worst and 

was in the hospital in a body cast from her hips down. She couldn’t walk for a long time and 

was pulled around in a small wagon. But she survived that. Also, as a baby she was placed in 

front of a wood stove to keep warm. The door was propped up by a stick and the door fell on 

her legs and burned her quite badly. That’s a very tough life so far. 

 At the age of 17, Gay met her first husband, James Aliff, and they married on 2/12/39 

but did not live together.  Unfortunately, Gay and James divorced prior to the birth of their 

daughter, Virginia, 8/20/39.   

 Gay’s second husband was Curtis Elmo Plunkett. They were married 12/18/42 on her 

break from her job at Ideal Laundry on Williamson Road. She never met his family until the 

day they wed and they moved in with his parents in Franklin County (Hattie (Ridgeway) and 

Hiram Plunkett). As they approached the home where they would live, Gay said “What have I 

gotten into now?” It was a mile long road to get to the house.  They had four sons. Two died at 

birth and, sadly, were never named. They built a two-room house beside the home place and 

lived there until Hattie passed away and Gay and Curtis moved back to the main house to take 

care of Hiram.  After he passed away, the oldest son of Hiram purchased the home place and 

Gay and Curtis had to move. They then purchased a trailer and moved it onto land that Curtis’s 

mother gave them.   

In 1963 Gay’s son, Danny, was left to raise two daughters (Regina and Cissy).  He 

moved in with Gay so she could help raise them. He then moved to Richmond and left the girls 

with Gay.  At that time, Gay had a job at Kenrose Mfg.  and had to hire a babysitter to keep 

one of the girls and the other girl went with her mother, but was later brought back to Gay and 

Curtis to raise. Gay was at Kenrose for ten plus years. She is not sure how long exactly but she 

has two rings that each commemorate five years of service.  I believe she quit in 1974 as she 

was still raising the girls. 

 Eventually, Regina married at age 14 and Cissy married at age 18. The great grandchil-

dren started coming. Cissy had two girls, Tina and Ashley Burnopp. Gay helped raise the 

grandchildren by keeping them often. The years moved on as more great grandchildren came 

from Regina who had three boys – Joe, Josh and Jonathan Saunders.   

Gay Plunkett Story 



Her other son, Frank, married me (Pat) 11/19/1969.  We had two children – Mike and 

Lorie. They both had two children each. Mike had Curtis and Katie Plunkett and Lorie had 

Taylor and Connor Ranson.  They all live near us. Curtis passed away at age 70 on August 28, 

1992. She lost her best friend and soul mate. Nine years later, she lost her son, Danny, to a 

stroke on Sept. 18, 2001.  She lived alone for fifteen years in a trailer next to Frank and me, 

and, during that time Cissy, Regina and I would take her shopping and run errands.  Then, due 

to her declining health and mental status, she did not feel comfortable living alone anymore so 

four years ago she moved in with us. 

Gay is now 94 years old.  Her memory is not so good, but she can still give herself a 

sponge bath, wash her hair and dress herself. We go out daily – mostly to eat.  Her favorite 

place is 611 Restaurant. She gets the same thing every time – boiled shrimp and sweet potato. 

She says “it’s the best food ever!”  She would eat there every day if I let her.   

Well, I do believe that God has richly blessed this sweet lady. 

Oh, I left out something great! Gay was baptized on July 24, 2005 by Rev. Elizabeth Freund at 

RVUMC. And, I think she has been attending our church for 19 years now.  We try not to miss 

any Sundays or the dinners there. 
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GAY PLUNKETT STORY CONTINUED 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear November, 
I woke up this morning and you were gone.  Such a fleeting glimpse I had of you. 
30 days, but it seemed like one.  Not enough time for me.  Not enough! 
Though you were not particularly kind to me at times.   
Election night, topped the list of your crimes. 
And a lonely Thanksgiving, the first of its kind. 
Oh, but how I miss you so.  So, so sad to see you go. 
I'll forgive you, November.  As winter draws near. The last of the trees falling bare.  I 
think back to my time with you. 
And even through tears, I'm so blue.  I look toward one more month and a new year, 
So new! 
Alas, November.  Such a good little month.  So unpredictable, such adventure. 
But I have a hunch, that this is not the end of us yet.  I'll see you again next year, I bet. 
And until then, I will think of you so.  Of all your leaves falling, the wind blowing them 
to and fro. 
I love you November, I always have and always will.  With your turkey and fixings,  
I always get my fill.  You're a month of new beginnings and great traditions, 
What's not to like?  The weather is perfect for a long bike ride or hike. 
Take care November.  Take a good little rest, I'll see you next year, dressed in your 
best. 
Love, Chelsea Rinn 
 

January 29 

April 30 

July 30 

October 29 

December 31 

LOOKING AHEAD….……..  

POT LUCK LUNCHEONS FOR 2017 



 

 
                            

2017 Lay Servant Academy  
 March 31-April 2, 2017  

 4H Educational Conference Center –  
      775 Hermitage Rd., Wirtz, VA  

                 (Registration deadline is Feb. 19, 2017) 

The Lay Servant Academy is about equipping Laity (those who are 
not clergy) to carry out the mission of the church. “The mission of 
the Virginia Annual Conference is to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world by equipping its local church-

es for ministry and by providing a connection for ministry beyond the local church; all to the 
glory of God.”  
 

All of the courses are open to anyone who would like to take one. Each course is designed to 
help those serving the local church learn more about leadership, personal faith develop-
ment, and a deeper understanding of the United Methodist church.  
 

There will be more information on classes available, cost and the registration form posted on 
board across from Pastor Josh’s office.  
 

Feel free to contact Trish Severs, Kelly Meador or Pastor Josh with any questions. 

Red Valley United Methodist Church 
From the Worship Committee: 

 

We wish to purchase Poinsettias to place in the Sanctuary for the Advent season.  If you wish 
to purchase a flower, please provide the information on this form and put the form & your 
money/check into the offering plate.  The cost per flower is $ 7.00 

 
________# of flowers @ $ 7.00 each = ________________________ (enclosed) 

 
If you wish to place the flower(s) in someone’s memory or to honor someone, please indicate 
person/persons names below: 
 

To Honor:_____________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of:_________________________________________________________________ 

By Whom:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Last Day to order poinsettias is December 11 
(Any questions see Trish Severs) 



WE NEED BOXES!  PLEASE BRING MEDIUM SIZED BOXES 

WHENEVER YOU CAN AS WE NEED THEM OUR USDA DISTRI-

BUTION THE SECOND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH.  BRING 

THEM WHENEVER YOU CAN AND PLACE THEM IN THE FEL-

LOWSHIP HALL NEAR THE DOOR THAT LEADS DOWNSTAIRS.  

THANK YOU VERY MUCH – FROM YOUR USDA TEAM! 

 

 

 

The stuff we remember...isn’t stuff!  This Christmas season, celebrate Jesus, and the 

people, the places, the things, that make you feel warm, fuzzy and wonderful. 

This January, why not start the year with an empty jar and fill it with notes about the 

good things that happen.  Then, on New Years Eve next year, empty it and see what 
awesome stuff happened during the year! 

ALL LADIES!  REMEMBER  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12TH  

CHRISTMAS PARTY AT 6pm 

ELNETA’S HOUSE, 189 VALLEY 

SPORT LANE, HARDY, VA 

ALL LADIES ARE WELCOME!  

BRING A DISH AND A GUEST 

WE WILL ALSO EXCHANGE THE 

SECRET SISTER GIFTS/NAMES 



RED VALLEY UMC 

30 RED VALLEY ROAD 

BOONES MILL, VA 

24065 

PHONE: 540-7545 

EMAIL: 

rvumc30@gmail.com 

LIVING IN CHRIST 

 Let every part of your life—your person, your style, your direction, 
your flavor—be in Him, then you’re based on truth.  You’ll be coordinated, 

all of a piece, you'll be in harmony with yourself.  And then  you can grow 
within yourself to unlimited dimensions—and all because you’re in God. 

 Faddish lives age quickly.  They’re not based on God, who is greater 
than all culture and all generations, so twenty years from now they’ll seem 

faded and “out of it”.  Anchor yourself to the great “I AM”, and you will 
develop more and more into a woman or man who is ageless, whole true, 
and at rest. 

 Anne Ortlund, Disciplines of the Heart 

WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME, CHRIST LIVES, AND LIVES ARE CHANGED 

 Since I have many hours alone in the church, I am always on the prowl for a good read.  And I 
just happened to find one the other evening.  It is a small book called,  
“If God Is Your Co-Pilot, Switch Seats,” by BJ Gallagher.  In other words, we all need to let God 
be the Pilot.  We need to give up control.  And that my friends, is so much easier to “say” than it is to 
actually “do.”  We all like to be the one in control, and we often think we are running the show.  How-
ever, we actually control nothing and usually end up messing things up when we try to do things our 
own way.  So, as I perused this book, I found some really meaningful guides for living our lives.  
These words of wisdom are found on page 55 and titled:  “How to Build a Life,”  
 “1)  Build you life on the true foundation of gratitude to God for all his blessings and true hu-
mility because of your unworthiness of these blessings. 
 2)  Build the frame of your life out of self discipline, never let yourself become selfish or lazy 
or contented with yourself. 
 3)  Build the walls of your life out of service to others, helping them to find the way to live. 
 4)  Build the roof of your life out of prayer and quiet times, waiting for God’s guidance from 
above. 
 5) Build a garden around your life out of peace of mind and serenity and a sure faith.   
   Twenty-Four Hours a Day (published by Hazeleden) 
 It seemed to me as I read the above, that these guidelines would be a great place to start 
when thinking about our New Year’s Resolutions for 2017.  As we go forth in this last month of 2016, 
let us open our hearts to the Christ Child and live our lives as Christ did in his.  Blessings to all for a 
wonderful faith filled 2017. 
 Until January, I am always, Respectfully, Your Church Mouse 

CHURCH MOUSE 


