JANUARY 8, 2017

RED VALLEY UMC
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord
Happy New Year!
It is in this season of a new year that many of us are reflecting on the year past, and
yet looking forward to the year ahead. Some of us may be excited for what we see coming in
2017 while others may be nervous. For my Red Valley family, I am excited about a few
things that are planned for the coming year.
This past fall, our Church Council adopted two new goals. One, to begin a new ministry of augmenting food distribution in book bags for Windy Gap Elementary School children
who are in need of additional food for the weekends. The second goal is to build relationships with our USDA participants by having a joint meal between our congregation and those
who receive through our USDA. If you read in between the lines on these two goals, you
may see that Red Valley is a gathering of people who have a desire to serve Christ in the
service and love of others. Both of these ministries are encouraging our congregation to be a
part of our local community and share Christ with them.
In order for us to best serve our community, we have some upcoming events this
month that I want to really encourage you all to come to. First, on Monday, January 16, at
7:00 PM, we welcome Rev. Susan Hughes, from Redwood UMC, to share with us about
ministry with the impoverished. Rev. Hughes is a Provisional Deacon in the United Methodist
Church who is exceptionally affluent with this type of ministry. Her discussion about poverty
is going to be a great training night for our upcoming goals this year. In addition to Rev.
Hughes being with us, we will be having a movie night at the end of the month on Saturday,
January 28. A potluck meal will be shared and then we’ll watch a film about Dorothy Day, a
very devoted disciple of Jesus Christ who served the impoverished of New York City in the
1930’s.
It is my hope that you will consider taking the opportunity to come out and join us for
one or both of these evenings. As we work together this year towards these two goals, I cannot but think that we would also have the desire to be as best prepared and effective at loving our neighbor as we love Jesus Christ our Lord.
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations” – Isaiah 41:1
Grace and Peace,

Rev. Joshua King

Sermons recorded online at: http://www.RevJoshuaKing.com
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RAMBLIN’ WITH JOYCE
Whoa! - Whoa! Huh, that did absolutely nothing to prevent the demise of 2016 and the grand
entrance of 2017! Celebrate!! The wind is gusting, the snowflakes are lazily drifting down, clouds
scudding across the sky, and all’s right with the world. God’s kingdom is still in its place, He still
holds the earth in the palm of His hand. All His creation (even you and me) is under His care. We
can weep and wail, and despair of the chaos and unrest we see and hear around us, but don’t give
up!
Turn your head just the slightest, and be amazed at what you could have missed. Gee, there
is a gate you never noticed, with a pathway to be explored. Doorways you haven’t approached and
windows you thought were stuck shut. Maybe just a tine bit of elbow grease will do the trick. A little
effort on our part just might be what’s needed. His hands, His feet, His ears, His eyes, His lips to
speak. You say “too much” - “too hard”. Really! Have you honestly tried? Big job! Sure!! Impossible? No!!
Life, such a beautiful, fragile gift. Don’t waste a second of it. It comes in gently or not. Each
entry is different. Some just sail-in and settle down, some fight and struggle for each breath.
Are you a helper or a settler? Maybe a little of both, you say. Sometimes one, sometimes the
other. Just pass it forward, each is essential to put balance into our life. And just maybe you’re
thinking “I’m weak in the knees, I wobble when I walk, don’t hear too good, vision’s not what it used
to be, and my voice is raspy.” Duh! Not much to offer, you say!! Well, use what you’ve got and give
God the Glory! Celebrate 2017!
Blessings, Joyce Almond
Wanted to share this - Sent to me by a friend, From Joyce

GOD’S BOXES OF LOVE
I have in my hands two boxes which God gave me to hold. He said: “Put all your sorrows in
the black, and all your joys in the gold.” I heeded His words, and in the two boxes both my joys and
sorrows I stored. Though the gold became heavier each day, the black was a light as before. With
curiosity, I wanted to find out why and opened the black box. I saw, in the base of the box, a hole,
out of which any sorrows had fallen.
I showed the hole to God, and mused aloud, “I wonder where my sorrows could be?” He
smiled a gentle smile at me. “My child, He said they are all here with me.” I asked, “God why give
me two boxes, the gold and the black with a whole?” “My child, the gold is for you to count your
blessings, and the black is for you to let go.”
By: John D. Russell

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The UMW is delighted to announce that Lou Spencer and Linda
Perdue are going to lead the women’s group for 2017! Since
most of the women are getting so they are reluctant to come out
in cold, dark winter weather, the first meeting in 2017 will occur
April 3 with a pot luck supper. If you have ideas of mission projects, crafts or studies that you think the ladies will enjoy, please
contact Lou at 540 420-1172 or Linda at 540 493-5924. We are
looking forward to an energized year. All women of the church
are welcome. Come join the fellowship.

Delight yourself also in the Lord,
and He shall give you the desires of
your heart.
Psalm 57:4
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CHURCH COUNCIL
We had a record number of attendees at our
last council meeting on December 13! It was
great to have so much input and discussion
about our current and upcoming mission endeavors – both from established council members as well as newcomers! It was great to
have Allen and Michelle attend for the first
time! Remember, anyone is welcome to attend
these monthly meetings. However, voting on
issues is limited to committee chair persons
only.

JANUARY & FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Herb Altice
Samantha Brown
Hannah Juarez
Joyce Almond
Meagan Funck
Robert Buzzeo
Parker Allen King
Barbara Carne
Matt DeBord
Joshua Saunders
Mark Grant
Vickie Miller
Shane Clay
Jonathan Montgomery
Steve Spencer
Mary Hardt
Jackie King

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

1/1
2
7
8
9
10
11
14
16
16
17
21
25
25
25
26
30

Adonna Lemon
Shaina Smith
Sterling Spencer
Al Cupp
Susanna Helms
Pam Buzzeo
Frank (Dad) Back
Bev Thornton
Ruth Hartsel
Tabitha Lemon
Dan Burks
Kasey Meador
Abigail Clay
Pat Stuppy
Ed Gorski
Brittany Back

2/2
2
2
6
6
9
12
12
14
17
20
21
25
25
27
28

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Woody & Bev Flowers

29

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

James & Linda DeBord
Bill & Sandra Richardson

1
18

So they sang praises with gladness,
and they bowed their heads and worshiped. 2 Chronicles 29:30
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WRITTEN BY CHAPLAIN MAHONEY DURING WORLD WAR II
When I first breezed into this Gun Factory to take up my work as a Chaplain, I was as fresh as
wet paint and as full of vigor as a new colt. I was shown to my office which is located on a porch, and I
thought “How nice and airy it will be, and full of sunlight.” Little did I realize HOW airy it would be and
that before long I would be wishing that I worked in some remote underground tunnel where the fierce
rays of Washington’s famous sun could not reach me. But ignorance is bliss, and I settled down at my
desk happy in my folly and full of zeal. I spent the first hour blowing the dust of the ages off the desk
top, and yanking around a venerable typewriter that had been assigned for my use. It made a noise like
a threshing machine and its keys got all tangled up like the long legs of a new born colt, but I managed
to peck out a few letters on it, using the familiar Biblical method (Seek and ye shall find.) In the meantime I collected important-looking stationary and busied myself about the place, pretending to be doing
a great work, but it was only pretense. Nary a man sought out the chaplain. They were probably too
awed by the fact that in order to reach him they had to go through five doors, most of which had signs
on them saying “Secured for inspection.” No one really wanted the chaplain THAT bad. Someone was
always sweeping out the office, polishing the floors, emptying the wastebasket and generally encumbering the place so private interviews were about as possible as though we were in the monkey cage at the
zoo. It was discouraging. But I kept up my hopes, and one bright spot in an otherwise drab life was the
happy countenance of one, George A. who occupied the desk by the window just inside the Office
which adjoins my porch. Whenever I would get down or particularly entangled with my threshing machine I could glance up, take one look at the cherubic face of the typist there, and take a firm grip on life
again. Of course, he had a laugh which was infectious, and there always seemed to be something that
would start that gale going. Besides, he liked the radio, and we had sort of a game to keep the thing
going, I wanting to hear some of the great music of all times, or even a Bing Crosby or Frankie number,
and he wanting that screaming, intolerable Boogie Woogie, and George would usually win out because
He could reach the radio and I couldn’t. But there were times when he would become absorbed in his
work and the radio would drift off into some soap opera or (worse) a commercial or something about Father John’s Patent Medicine or Lydia Pinkham's Compound and I would come to with a start to find that
neither of us were listening to the darn thing. So there would be more whirls of the dial and back would
flow the music, and I would take a new lease on life.
But then the sun began to get me down. Being practically thatch less (like Bing Crosby) I was
succumbing to the rays of that sun, for there was no escaping its pitiless glare, and the “lovely windows”
just helped to concentrate on my poor head, so that I grew more dizzier than usual. This caused said
George A. to laugh some more. But if it wasn’t the sun, it was the wind. O that wind! I can hear (and
feel) it now. It howled like a banshee across the baseball diamond, and found every crack in every window sash on the porch, and the papers rattled and danced on my desk or were blown completely off.
And when I tried to say my prayers, it would flip the pages, and if my mind wandered I would find myself
two or three chapters ahead in the Bible, and have to apologize to the Lord and start over
again….shameless practice. Some of the time it would be so bad that I would sit there with my topcoat
on and my hat at a jaunty (and what I hoped was an old salt angle) and try to work while the breezes
played through that office as though they were playing tag. George thought that that was funny. Some
people have NO sense of humor. I could be perishing of cold or burning and still he was amused. But
someday he will get his reward.
Now they tell me he is being discharged. Luckless day for me for who will be there to laugh. I
shall be alone with the sun & the breezes…still hoping that someone will leave the radio where it makes
pleasing noises, and that someone will leave me alone so that I don’t have to climb up on my cabinet or
desk because the polisher has arrived. And (hope of hopes) someday someone may want the chaplain,
but I will probably be gone myself by then. Those 5 doors will have proved too much for all of us.
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Ministry Heads
the act by which we come to know we are
“Called by God”


All Christians are ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
each of us have a gift to share. Every Sunday, we as the collective body of Christ come together for
worship. And while we worship, there are opportunities for each of you to share your gifts and talents.
If you feel called to serve in our Sunday morning worship, please contact our Ministry Heads and they
will provide training and schedule you to serve.
Liturgist

Beth Hathaway

(540) 314-3673

Children’s Sermon/Church

Darlene Wheeler

(540) 427-1860

Usher

Mark Hathaway

(540) 354-7999

Communion Assistant

Barb Layman

(540) 719-0720

Nursery

Bonnie Ingram

(540) 721-3130

AV Tech

Dale Sumner

(540) 352-7292

Acolyte

Cindy Clay

(540) 526-6927

Counter

Charlotte Weinhold

(540) 493-6855

Testimony

Rev. Joshua King

(703) 727-6589

2017 Lay Servant Academy
March 31-April 2, 2017
4H Educational Conference Center –
775 Hermitage Rd., Wirtz, VA
(Registration deadline is Feb. 19, 2017)

The Lay Servant Academy is about equipping Laity (those who are not clergy) to carry out the mission of the church. “The mission of the Virginia Annual Conference is to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world by equipping its local churches for ministry and by providing a connection for ministry beyond the local church; all to the glory of God.”
All of the courses are open to anyone who would like to take one. Each course is designed to help
those serving the local church learn more about leadership, personal faith development, and a
deeper understanding of the United Methodist church.
There will be more information on classes available, cost and the registration form posted on board
across from Pastor Josh’s office.

Feel free to contact Trish Severs, Kelly Meador or Pastor Josh with any questions.
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January 2017 Worship Servers
Ushers (Mark Hathaway, coordinator):
1/8
Mark Hathaway / Tim Wheeler
1/15
Ron & Jenny Rocke
1/22
Janet Gorski / Mark Hathaway
1/29
Connie Dudley / Maxene Dickerson
Liturgists (Beth Hathaway, coordinator):
1/8
Kathy Meador
1/15
Connie Dudley
1/22
Beth Hathaway
1/29
Barb Layman
Acolytes (Cindy Clay, coordinator)
Children’s Sermon/Children’s Church (Darlene Wheeler, coordinator)
1/8
Jackie King / Darlene Wheeler
1/15
Diane Hackett / Mary Bowman
1/22
Mary Bowman / Darlene Wheeler
1/29
Adonna Lemon / Mary Bowman

You shall worship the Lord your
God and Him only you shall serve.
Matthew 12:26

Audio/Visual (Dale Sumner, coordinator)
Communion Servers (Barb Layman, coordinator):
1/8
Barb Layman / Beth Hathaway
1/15
Dwain & Trish Severs
1/22
Bob & Charlotte Weinhold
1/29
Steve & Lou Spencer
Counters (Charlotte Weinhold, coordinator):
1/8
Beth Hathaway / Darlene Wheeler
1/15
Elneta Amicucci / Janet Gorski
1/22
Jane Meador / Diane Hackett
1/29
Kellie Bonner / Steve Spencer
If you cannot serve as scheduled, please make every attempt to trade with
someone, note it on the list on the bulletin board outside the church office
and notify the appropriate coordinator. Thanks!

A BIG THANK YOU
Thank you to Dan
& Adonna for
their beautiful
music.
Thanks to Jeannie and Adonna
for their HARD
WORK!

If anyone serves Me, let him
follow Me; and where I am,
there My servant will be also. If
anyone serves Me, him My Father
will honor.
John 12:26
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Understanding Poverty
Monday, January 16, 2017 – 7 p.m. - Red Valley UMC Fellowship Hall

Come and join with Rev. Susan Hughes of Redwood
UMC as she leads a presentation on understanding poverty. Rev. Hughes is a trainer for Bridges out of Poverty
and is a very well-informed resource both in education
and practice around ministry with the poor. Poverty continues to be an issue in our communities to this day and
there are many reasons as to how people find themselves
impoverished. The Church and its Scripture has always been involved in
ministry with the poor. Our own congregation has recently designated two
areas of ministry to reach out to the poor in our community. And so, as we
equip ourselves for the ministries ahead, you do not want to miss out on
this evening with Rev. Hughes to further our understanding of poverty.

““Entertaining Angels” Dinner and a Movie
Saturday, January 28 @ 5:00 PM – 8:30 PM
Please plan to come and join us for this night of food, movie, and conversation. The dinner for this night will be a potluck style dinner. In addition, if you have children, we will
be playing a child friendly video in the sanctuary at the
same time that this movie will be played in the fellowship
hall.
As many of you know, we are planning to have a dinner for
the congregation, USDA guests, and community members
on the 2nd Tuesday of every month beginning in February.
We are hopeful that this movie will enlighten our congregation to embrace a new model for fellowship.
In order that we can make proper arrangements, please
sign the list on a Sunday Worship in January before the
28th!
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Coming Events:
January 10: 10:00 AM: Art Class Resumes
4:30 PM: USDA Helpers
6:15 – 6:45 PM: USDA Workers
7:00 PM: Church Council
14: 9 AM – 1 PM: Thrift Store
15: Human Relations Sunday
16: 7:00 PM: Understanding Poverty
20: Time to Get Our News Articles to

BACK PACK PROGRAM
Below is the backpack picture to be
placed somewhere. These were filled
with two pouches of Oatmeal, a Juice
Jug, bag of cookies, Can of Spaghetti
Rings Pasta, Fruit Gummi Snack, a Nutri Grain Bar, and a cup of mandarin
oranges. These items are in addition to
the items Rocky Mount Church of Christ
will be adding to the bags. Each bag (a
total of 28 bags per week) costs $2.00 a
week and we invite the congregation to
possibly adopt a child or two per week in
their giving in worship.

Elneta
21: 9 AM – 1 PM Thrift Store
28: 9 AM – 1 PM Thrift Store
5 -8:15 PM: Congregational Dinner
and Movie
31: Art Class
February 4: 9 AM – 1 PM: Thrift Store
3 – 9 PM: Burnt Chimney Fire

Department Banquet

DIDN’T OUR SANCTUARY LOOK GREAT FOR CHRISTMAS?
THANKS TRISHA SEVERS FOR
HER HARD WORK.
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Human Relations Sunday – January 15, 2017
Turn on the news or drive around the outskirts of your town and you will find what Jesus
called “the least of these.” Those living in the margins of society, struggling to survive. People like:
An immigrant teenager in Texas’ poorest county, being recruited by a local gang
 A father struggling for sobriety in Little Rock,
Arkansas
 An Oklahoma woman, recently released from
incarceration, looking for work
Over and over Jesus served people like this, embracing them. And that’s what we want to model
as the people of The United Methodist Church. To continue the ministry of Jesus
we established Human Relations Day as a Special Sunday that calls all of our
churches to participate in helping all God’s children to realize their potential.
Equipping The United Methodist Church to Be the Church
As a member of The United Methodist Church, your gift, on this day, allows
the work of folks like Bruce and Becky Ballou to build relationships with those
teens in Texas. Your gift allows Montey Payne to lead recovering addicts towards
healing. And your gift helps Rev. Steve Burr find work for ex-offenders. This
work, and hundreds of other ministries, are possible because you give.
Will You Support the Ministry of Christ Among Those on the Margins?
Will you continue to support Human Relations Day? Will you continue nurturing at-risk youth, strengthening communities’ self-improvement efforts and advocating for the oppressed?
Rev. I Maliik Safir, whose church works with those gripped by addiction in
Little Rock, sums up the work of Human Relations Day by recalling Jesus’ story
of the Good Samaritan: “to meet the poor, the disadvantaged and the underserved at the places where others have robbed them and help them to recover
from the wounds of social inequality.”
To find out more go to: http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/humanrelations-day


To Give: On January 15, please use the envelopes provided in
the bulletin that day for your offering. If a check, please note
on memo line “Human Relations Day”

HELP AFTER DISASTERS: EARLY RESPONSE TRAINING

Flooding from Hurricane Matthew reminds us to be prepared to help people return to
their homes after disasters strike.
The ability to care about people and desire to help is the primary qualification along
with a willingness to learn and follow directions. No one needs to be strong or skilled
to do this work -- giving TLC, cleaning up, preparing for repairs -- most of us can do
this with training and on-site guidance. United Methodist Early Response Teams
(ERT) provides a caring Christian presence to storm and disaster victims. Training
provides the opportunity to respond if your schedule allows. Teams provide many
types of help: listening to residents, needs assessment, debris removal, sanitizing,
flood "mucking out," etc. Response is local or regional for three days. Training is beneficial even if you do not participate on a team.
If you have previously been certified and need to obtain recertification or wish to obtain certification for Early Response Training, please see below.
January 13, Friday - Recertification 5-9 pm
January 14,Saturday - Full Certification 8-4:30 pm, lunch provided
Bethlehem UMC, 13586 Old Moneta Road, Moneta
Please provide full name, phone number, e-mail, which training is needed (and badge
expiration date if applicable).
Contact Bethlehem UMC to sign up 540-297-7957 or Carolyn Koontz 540-7190555 to register
Cost is $55 for certification, $40 for recertification.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE AT RED VALLEY

30 RED VALLEY ROAD
BOONES MILL, VA
24065
PHONE: 540-721-7545
EMAIL:
rvumc30@gmail.com
Where all are welcome, Christ
lives, and lives are changed.

Church Mouse
Here we are, saying goodbye to 2016 and welcoming 2017. Since I am always around, I get to
eavesdrop on the evening meetings. It seems to me that your SPRC, Board of Trustees, and
Church Council have been working very hard this past year. The SPRC is always looking for ways
to diffuse situations or encounters that might possibly flare up to be bigger than they need to be.
The Trustees has made many minor repairs and improvements during the year. They were able to
make arrangements to keep the grounds nicely manicured during the summer months. The pastor
has wanted a second door added to his office for some time, so that he can leave the office and
walk directly to the sanctuary. Dale Sumner, assisted by Pastor Josh, was able to remove one of
the built in bookcases and install a door to allow the pastor a direct route to the sanctuary. This new
route saves Pastor Josh many steps during the week, but the shortened path is especially appreciated on Sunday mornings. The Trustees has been actively involved in assessing the needs for both a
new roof for the social hall and new flooring in the kitchen, social hall, classroom off the social hall,
hallway area outside of the bathrooms and the bathrooms. Estimates have been received. The
roofing project has been approved and the flooring project will be started once the Finance Committee can see a clear path to being able to pay for the project. The Church Council has been involved
in approving these projects, but more importantly, the Council members have been reading and discussing, “Becoming a Blessed Church,” by N. Graham Standish. The members of Council pray that
by “becoming a blessed church, Red Valley will become awake, aware and alive to the fact that
Christ is in our midst, giving us guidance, life, and love!” (Forward to “Becoming a Blessed Church,”
p. X). So my fellow church congregants, let us all continue to pray for divine guidance daily as we
enter a new year. May 2017 be a Blessed Year for All.

